
MILKSTONE AND DEEPLISH AREA FORUM
Monday, 20th March 2017

MINUTES

Present: S. Mainey, R. Ahmad, S. Shakeel, Z. Ahmed, M. Azan, K. Shanke, Z. Shaukat, M. 
Younas, H. Ikram, M. Yasin, M. Hussain, T. Hussain, A. Mehmood, S. Ahmed and S. 
Mohammed (Chair)

Officers: PS Shirazi and PCSO Beever and G. Finch (Township and Engagement Officer)

Councillors: Councillors Brett, Zaman and Zaheer

Apologies: A. Beasley, J. Beasley, B. Bevan, V. Lomax and A. Nawaz.

76 INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair of the Area Forum, Shahid Mohammed welcomed all to the meeting and asked 
that the Code of Conduct be adhered to throughout the meeting.

Apologies had been received from A. Beasley, J. Beasley, B. Bevan, V. Lomax and A. 
Nawaz.

77 GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
Sergeant Shirazi and PCSO Beever attended for this item.

The Forum was informed of the following in relation to the three Area Forum PACT 
priorities:

Drug Dealing

- Male arrested with large amount of cash and drugs
- Male arrested with £10k of class A drugs
- A £250k cannabis firm was located and destroyed
- Spice dealers have been targeted
- Traffic operations have resulted in four arrests for possession and supply of drugs.

GMP commented that many of the operations in relation to the above and subsequent 
arrests were aided with information provided by the public.

GMP and Ward Councillors encouraged residents to continue reporting criminal activity with 
as much detail as possible – 101 should be used in non-emergency cases; 999 in 
emergency cases. Local Neighbourhood Officers can also be contacted on 0161 856 8549.

A general discussion took place about additional surveillance cameras being installed in the 
Ward. GMP commented that they had recently sought approval to do this on a specific site, 
however residents had rejected the proposal.

Prostitution



GMP reported that work on this problem is continuing. However it was explained that this is 
a difficult issue to resolve as the individuals involved have complex needs, therefore a 
multi-agency approach is crucial in reducing this type of activity in the Ward.

Forum members were informed that kerb crawlers have been targeted with the owners of 
vehicles receiving ‘warning letters’.

Anti-Social Behaviour

The Chair referred to a recent incident in the Ward that was caused by Sheffield United 
Football supporters prior to a match with Rochdale AFC with local residents, shopkeepers 
and shoppers feeling intimidated and frightened by the aggressive behaviour of travelling 
supporters.

GMP explained that lessons had been learned from this experience and forum members 
were reassured about future safety.

Residents present were again encouraged to contact 101/999 to report incidents.

It was also reported that the Ward suffers from problems associated with beggars and that 
Mosques are a particular target.

GMP were aware of the problems caused by beggars and were also aware of individuals 
who participate in this kind of behaviour. GMP where attempting to deal with this issue.

Residents were encouraged to report incidents of this nature and not give money to 
beggars.

Residents also agreed that there was a need for young people in the Ward to engage with 
the police.

A resident also raised the following issue:

- Problems were being experienced with out of town private hire vehicles in the Town 
Centre.

GMP where aware of the problems associated with out of town private hire vehicles and 
agreed to speak to the resident in private.

It was agreed that the PACT priorities for the forthcoming months would be drug dealing, 
prostitution and anti-social behaviour.

78 CITIZEN'S CONTRACT CONSULTATION
This item was withdrawn.

79 MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
The minutes of the Milkstone and Deeplish Area Forum held on Monday 5th December 
2016 were approved as a correct record subject to one addition:

- A resident stated that he had raised concerns over contraventions (residents 
perceptions) of planning / licensing applications by the private members club on 
Durham Street / Oldham Road



Members of the Forum were informed that Ward Councillors and the Township and 
Engagement Officer had recently had a walkabout in the Ward with the Director of 
Neighbourhoods. The purpose of the visit was to highlight the many highway related 
problems in the Ward. Another meeting would now be organised with a Highways Officer to 
provide more details.

Forum members were thanked for their patience with this on-going issue and reassured 
that Ward Councillors understood their concerns and would endeavour to make changes to 
the highway network. It was also explained that it would be necessary to look at the 
highway related problems from a ‘bigger picture’ perspective rather than looking at the 
issue on a street by street basis. Residents reiterated the point that improvements needed 
to happen sooner rather than later.

Updates were also provided in relation to:

- Road surface on Great George Street

The Township and Engagement Officer had been informed that the repairs had not been 
completed when planned and would undertake to find out why this was the case.

- Medina Cash and Carry Cash Machine

The Forum was informed that the planning application in relation to the above had been 
refused. The applicant now has a period of time to appeal the decision.

- Rochdale Railway Station Area

Residents were informed that £5000 had been contributed from Ward Funds to help with 
making the area around the station more appealing and welcoming as this was a major 
gateway into the Town.

- Road surface on Vine Place

The resident who raised this issue was informed that it had been reported.

- Street sign missing – Vine Place

The resident who raised this issue was informed that a replacement sign had been 
requested.

- Fence on Vine Place regularly damaged.

The Township and Engagement Officer informed the resident that he had visited the site 
and a possible solution could be the installation of bollards to protect the fence. However 
ownership of the land adjacent to the fence would need to be checked out.

80 OPEN FORUM



A resident raised the following issues and asked if he was able to attend Rochdale 
Township Committee later in the week;

- Could additional taxi ranks be provided in the Town Centre?

- Could taxi driver representatives be engaged with during the development of the new 
shopping centre?

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate if the above issues could be 
raised at the Committee and would inform the resident accordingly.

A resident informed the Forum that because of budget reductions the number of children’s 
play schemes in the Ward would reduce. However it was stated that financial help for such 
schemes would be sought from funding streams that were available from the Council.

The Forum was also informed of the repair work that is being carried out an unsafe building 
on Drake Street.

Ward Councillors also reminded the Forum of their surgery dates and encouraged residents 
to attend to discuss issues in the Ward.

81 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Still to be determined.


