
NORDEN AREA FORUM
Tuesday 14 March 2017

Norden Methodist Church, Edenfield Road, Norden, Rochdale

MINUTES

Present: N. Morrell (Chair), S. Clegg, P. Ellison, J & J. Kershaw, P. Fletcher, D. Brett, 
J. Watson, I. Owen, S.Walker, M. Steward, M. Coats, M. Newnham, S. Eddison, J. Oliver, 
J. Knott, C. Brandford, S & S. Davison, V. Chapman, C. Southward, S. Cresswell, C. 
McHugh, I. Sturrock, 
Z. Hotchkiss, P. Roberts and J. Hardacre

Officers: R. Hudson (RBC - Township), D. Lodwig (Community Safety), Lee Wardle 
(Environmental Management) and L. Whelan, C. Taylor and K. Wynne (GMP)

Councillors: Councillors Gartside, Holly and Winkler

Apologies: K. Sharp, M. Plane and S. Croke

1. INTRODUCTIONS, APOLOGIES AND CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair introduced himself and officers present, and welcomed all to the meeting.  He 
referred to the code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the 
meeting.

2. MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING
The minutes of the meeting held on 14 December 2016 were approved as a correct record.

Great British Clean-up
The Chair thanked both Councillor Winkler and P. Ellison (new Chair of NEEVA) for fronting 
this initiative along with 20+ volunteers from the Norden Community.  Seventy bags of 
rubbish were collected.

Local Authority Budget Savings
The Chair noted that due to the shrinking of Council budgets, this has had practical 
consequences across all Council services with less staff having to take on more work.  
Thanks were given to the continued support of such officers.

Shawfield Lane, Norden – Incident
An alarming incident occurred recently whereby a driver mounted the pavement in between 
the trees and the terraced houses and drove down to by-pass queuing traffic at school-time.  
Residents and the local head teacher expressed their grave concerns for the safety of both 
children and local residents, especially when it came to light that this had not been an 
isolated incident.  Local Councillors along with the help of the Township Office moved 
quickly to ensure a boulder stone was placed adjacent to the site of entry on the pavement 
to ensure safety by deterring irresponsible drivers in future.

Ashbourne Street - Parking Issues
Noted that despite the signage affixed to the side of the building the parking/access issues 
on Ashbourne Street remain.  Township has written to the watch officers at Rochdale Fire 
Station and Ambulance Stations to comment on the situation.  The Co-op has adjusted their 



delivery vans times to 5am to assist the congestion problem.  The Chair and Ward 
Councillors advised residents to attend the Rochdale Township Action and Resources 
Committee (date to be advised) to assist the cause by raising the issue with Highways on 
the back of an adjacent application for a Traffic Regulation Order for Edenfield 
Road/Blackpits Road/Bus Terminus area.

Ashbourne Street – Houses
A Planning Enforcement Officer visited the site with Ward Councillors this week and has 
been liaising with the owners.  There is no condition to enforce that they are completed so 
officers are looking into an empty homes initiative for the site.

Former Turner Bros Site
M. Coats attended and provided an update for residents.  There are still ongoing concerns 
from residents regarding two main issues at present:

1. Contamination survey results – a meeting was held, which wasn’t well 
communicated, and the results of which are not descriptive on the website.  No 
answers were given when the enquiry was made as to whether Ward 
Councillors/Council Officers were present on site when the survey was carried out.  No 
answers on whether the results of the survey will be shared by the site owners.

2. Illegal dumping on site – 100’s of wagons have dumped all sorts of rubbish on the 
site.  The matter is being dealt with by the Environment Agency who is the prosecuting 
authority on the matter.  The Environment Agency cannot share information.  M. Coats 
has therefore complained direct to them so he can receive answers on 
questions/concerns.

Black Pits Chimney
Councillor Winkler informed the forum Redrow had commissioned an independent study on 
the chimney and determined that the top of the structure was formed using terracotta and 
not cap stones, resulting in their removal along with brickwork being repaired.  The 
structure is now in a better condition overall.

Moss Row
C. McHugh from Moss Row Community Allotment Society updated the forum on the history 
of the work of the society (formed in 2005) in improving the area.  The allotments are now 
award-winning.  Works have started again to trim back and plant new trees.  Thanks were 
given to Councillor Holly who recently arranged the siting of a refuse bin on the car park.  A 
heritage trail, history of Moss Row and a notice board are all ideas being considered.  The 
allotments are for the use of the community and so any groups are quite welcomed at any 
time to make use of them.

Rainshore Mill/Overtown Lane, Norden
Pollution has started again and as a result, investigations are commencing. 

Footpaths
Update received from John Oliver.  Works are still ongoing and he urged residents if they 
spot an issue, to raise it with the Council’s Environmental Management Department.  
Twenty seven matters were dealt with in the past year across all four Townships, of which 
six were for the Norden ward alone.  Rochdale has allocated £130,000 to footpath and 
maintenance repairs.  The Chair acknowledged the efforts of all involved.



Ashworth Road
Councillor Holly advised the forum of the repairs to fencing which are taking place along the 
stretch of road.  The initiative is being paid jointly by Ward Councillors, Highways and 
Environmental Management which will act as a deterrent for the fly-tipping of tyres down 
into the valley.  New bins have been installed along with more signage.  New planters, bat 
boxes, bee houses, post boxes and bulbs have all been installed.  Residents thanked L. 
Wardle (Environmental Management) and P. Ellison for their efforts.

Wind Farm Update
A. Rawsterne provided the update.  He advised the forum that concerns regarding 
temporary structures came out of the enquiry and as a result, people have been lobbying 
MPs for guarantees on decommissioning and removal of the wind turbines as a loophole 
was highlighted in the process.

Bamford Development Site
S. Cresswell updated the forum regarding the plans for the large residential property on the 
greenbelt land to the east side of Ashworth Valley behind St Michael’s Church.  The 
application is still live and residents were urged to put forward comments/objections to the 
Council’s Planning Department.  The Chair asked the forum to raise hands in support of 
objecting to this development and there was an overwhelming majority.

Norden Old Library
The forum was advised if any resident has concerns relating to the library to email
nordenoldlibrary@gmail.com

Rochdale Harriers
Three day events on Fri 9th/Sat 10th/Sun 11th June 2017
9th – race from the Co-op
10th – multi terrain in Naden valley
11th – Knowl Hill race

Edenfield Road/Forsyth Street Junction Bollard
The bollard will be installed in the next week.

Edenfield Road - speed of traffic
Township advised funding of £1,000 was approved for a speed survey at the recent 
Rochdale Township Action and Resources Committee.

School Lane
A resident advised the surface on School Lane has been recently patched but that further 
remedial works are still required.  Township advised that this issue has been raised with 
Highways already.

Woodhouse Lane/Outside Yummies Shop
At the last forum, a resident requested double lines to be repainted outside the shop 
premises.  Township raised this matter with Highways.  The forum was informed that an 
inspector will assess whether the road markings need immediate attention or can be added 
to the list of planned works.  The Highways and Engineering Service currently receives a 
very limited budget for the renewal of road markings and prioritises the budget to the 
locations where there is either an existing accident record, a possible safety concern or 
where the greatest return can be achieved.  If they determine that the road markings do not 
require immediate attention then they will add concerns to their list of planned renewals.  



Residents requested Parking Services prioritise the area.
Action: Township to enquire with Parking Services if area could be added to list of 
priorities for Norden

Councillor Winkler Update
Spring Clean (dog fouling) – Bags are available for residents and signage will be placed 
in areas where prominent.
Heritage Protection – Councillor Winkler has spoken to senior officers at the Council, 
Heritage England and local history groups about putting together a project for the village.  A 
woodland heritage trail will be devised, highlighting sites of importance, ie chimney, dry-
stone wall, war memorial, etc.  For information, Norden History Group meet on the first 
Monday of the month at Norden Bowling Club.  Any information residents wish to offer or 
enquire about email peter.winkler@rochdale.gov.uk

3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE (INCLUDING UPDATE FROM PACT 
MEETINGS)
K. Wynne (GMP) informed the forum of the latest crime figures for Norden (15 December – 
13 March 2017):

Burglary others: 8
Burglary dwelling: 15
Theft from motor vehicle: 11
Theft of motor vehicle: 3

PACT
Priorities agreed:
1. Cycling on pavements
2. Burglary
3. Youths causing annoyance

The Chair advised the forum that he had written to the owners of the windfarm regarding 
funding for ‘Op Dragster’ (the control of mini motors), but has not received a response.  
GMP advised that last weekend the operation made a seizure and two Section 59’s were 
issued.  Thanks were given for the monitoring on the moors.  Residents thanked GMP for 
recent efforts at Clay Lane as an alleged drug dealer was dealt with.  The forum expressed 
their gratitude to the Police team and the Chair extended wishes to Nick Haille for a speedy 
recovery.

Any issues, matters to be reported to the Police by ringing 101 as always in these 
instances.

4. OPEN FORUM
Black Pits Road
A resident advised the developer has left rubble/mess after completing recent works to 
reconstruct the wall.
Action: Councillor Winkler will raise this issue direct with the developer

Woodhouse Lane
The footpath between the Cricket Club and the start of the houses requires resurfacing.
Action: Township to raise with Highways Maintenance

Greater Manchester Spatial Strategy Consultation



Residents were informed of a march planned for 1 April 2017 to object to the strategy.

Information concerning future Area Forums – Email notifications only
As a direct result of the Council’s savings proposals it will no longer be possible for the 
Township Office to post letters and agendas for area forums.  Residents were encouraged 
to supply their email address to receive notifications of dates of future meetings, agendas 
and minutes.  Also information can be accessed via the Council’s web site 
www.rochdale.gov.uk/councilmeetings.

5. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 13 June 2017 at 7.00pm
Norden Methodist Church, Edenfield Road, Norden


