
NORDEN AREA FORUM
Tuesday 13 June 2017

Norden Methodist Church, Edenfield Road
Norden, Rochdale

MINUTES

Present: N. Morrell (Chair), P. Ellison, P. Fletcher, M. Newnham, K. Chapman, R. Jackson, 
M & L. Whiteley, J. Knott, M. Steward, C. Brandford, J & J Kershaw, S. Clegg, F. Healey and 
A. Rawsterne

Councillors: Councillors Gartside, Holly and Winkler

Officers: R. Hudson (Rochdale Council - Townships) and Sgt R. Ibbotson (GMP)

Apologies: I. Sturrock, B. Feeney, S & S. Davison, D. Lodwig and P. Hodgkiss

1. INTRODUCTIONS, APOLOGIES AND CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair introduced him and officers present, and welcomed all to the meeting.  He referred to the 
code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting.  Prior to moving 
on to the business of the evening, a minute`s silence was held in memory of those who died in 
Manchester and London.

2. MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 14 March 2017 were approved as a correct record with 
the following amendments/additions to be noted:
Ashworth Road – Friends of Ashworth Valley Chairman is Paul Hodgkiss.
Great British Clean-up – credit given to Friends of Jubilee Park.

Shawfield Lane, Norden Incident
No reports of repetition of incident whereby a driver mounted the pavement in between the trees 
and the terraced houses and drove down to by-pass queuing traffic at school-time.

Ashbourne Street Parking Issues
Problems still exist and there is a desire to rectify matters.  Residents previously recommended a 
box junction but this was not incorporated.  An application for a separate Traffic Regulation Order 
for Edenfield Road/Blackpits Road/Bus Terminus area may go to the funding committee over the 
next few months which could give residents the opportunity to attend to assist the cause by raising 
the issue with Highways on the back of this other application.  The TRO referred to above is 
H60/1182.  The Chair expressed his frustration and that of forum members that there is no provision 
in this proposal to address concerns about Ashbourne Street and other traffic issues.  There is also 
widespread disappointment at the failure of Highways Officers to either attend this forum or to meet 
with residents to discuss matters of serious concern.

Township Office to keep Councillors and concerned residents informed as to the date when TRO 
H60/1182 comes before any committees so that residents can express their views.

Ashbourne Street Houses
A Planning Enforcement Officer is still liaising with the owners.  The developer had previously 
agreed to cut down some exposed pipes on the outside and to fill in pot holes with planings.



Former Turner Bros Site
M. Coats attended and provided an update for residents.  The situation is largely the same as 
reported to the March forum meeting.  Residents have still not been provided with any information 
relating to the latest site surveys which were conducted many months ago.  No information has 
been provided to indicate what had escaped from the site during the two fires there in recent years.

Illegal dumping on site – 100’s of wagons have dumped all sorts of rubbish on the site.  The matter 
is being dealt with by the Environment Agency who is the prosecuting authority.  The Environment 
Agency cannot share information.  M. Coats has therefore complained direct to them so he can 
receive answers on questions/concerns.  The Chair explained that our community should be 
concerned about the site because anything released into the atmosphere had the potential to be 
blown towards the Village.  He went on to explain that the site was the base for the oldest, largest 
asbestos factory in the world and that the site had a toxic legacy lasting decades.  Thousands of 
people from all over the world had died as a result of exposure to asbestos products, many of which 
came from the site.  The latest group of people to be affected by exposure to asbestos are teachers.  
TBA was the subject, some years ago, of a very large and extensive survey by Atkins Global which 
concluded, amongst other things, that a great deal more work was required to understand the whole 
nature and extent of asbestos contamination on the site.  The overriding concern is that safe 
decisions are made in relation to the future of the TBA site.

Moss Row
C. McHugh from Moss Row Community Allotment Society updated the forum that they have now 
after two years of work, secured a 30 year lease for the site.  Funding options can now be explored 
to arrange fencing and electricity.  The allotments are for the use of the community and so any 
groups are quite welcome at any time to make use of them.

Footpaths
Update received from John Oliver (not present at forum).  He requested the Council’s Environmental 
Department trim back the hawthorn hedge and ground vegetation of Footpath RocB Fp8, which runs 
from between Nos.18 and 20a Albury Drive south onto Norden Primary School's field, before this 
Saturday's Norden Carnival.  John stated he is also pleased to report that the Council now has a 
dedicated Rights of Way Officer (Julie Simpson) who held the post back in 2011.  Julie is highly 
respected and she has years of experience in Rights of Way matters and we look forward to 
working with her to improve the path network.  Rochdale & Bury Bridleways Association were 
awarded the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service in the Queen`s Birthday Honours List.  This 
award is in recognition of their work over three decades to improve bridleways and countryside 
access for all groups throughout Rochdale and beyond.

Ashworth Road
(Addition to previous minutes - Friends of Ashworth Valley Chairman is Paul Hodgkiss).  Chair of the 
forum advised he had contacted the National Grid regarding the situation on Furbarn Road (which 
acts as an access to the substation next to Claymere) and there have been a number of incidents of 
youths causing annoyance and anti-social behaviour in the secluded environment which the road 
provides.  National Grid wish to keep it open to allow vehicular access so are willing to finance and 
install a barrier there to allow legitimate access but to curtail unauthorised use.  In order to achieve 
the installation of a barrier, there will need to be a dialogue between National Grid, residents and 
Rochdale Council Officers.  Councillor Winkler agreed to lead on this issue.

School Lane resurfacing works have been added to the list for Highways.  Some work has been 
done to improve the surface and residents are grateful for this, however, there is still considerable 
scope for improvement.

A recent incident involving a HGV becoming stuck on School Lane/Ashworth Road was discussed.  
A response from Highways has been sent to Councillors and the complainants but the forum and 
the Chair felt that more could be done and that Officers, elected members and residents should get 



together to address matters further.  Concerns were expressed that if the road is blocked by a HGV 
and there is a major accident in the valley, then any delay caused could be crucial.  Footpath signs 
within the valley are disappearing and need attention and Townships requested that the Friends of 
Ashworth Valley email the details and the matter will be escalated.

Wind Farm Update – Singleton Turbine
A. Rawsterne provided an update about a wind turbine situated outside of the ward of Norden, but 
one which may have a visual impact on some residents of Norden Ward.  The turbine was built 
outside of the planning parameters of the approved location by 40 metres and there has been 
complaints regarding noise, positioning and the turbine not being in operation.  The owner is now 
applying for retrospective permission to regularise the breach but also has made foundations to 
erect another turbine in the original approved location.  The Planning Department have received 
queries and will need to respond to in due course.

Forum members expressed their views in three resolutions on this subject.

1. Retrospective Planning Permission be granted for the ‘as built’ location.  There was a majority 
against this proposition and no votes in support.

2. There should be no possibility of a solution which allows two turbines on this site.  A majority 
supported this proposition and no votes against.

3. There should be the fullest consultation about this and any other singleton turbine installation 
which affect Norden Ward.  A majority in favour of this proposition.  No votes were cast against 
this.

Support was given by local Councillors and members of the forum to request that the Council 
addresses the breach and provide assurances for proper consultation in the future.

Norden Old Library
A resident requested a member of the board of trustees to attend the next forum.  If any resident 
has concerns relating to the library to email nordenoldlibrary@gmail.com

Rochdale Harriers
The recent three day event went very well and the comments raised previously by the forum were 
taken on board by the Harriers, all credit to them.

Woodhouse Lane/Outside Yummies Shop
Residents raised concerns regarding parking of vehicles on double yellow lines outside the shop.  
Townships have raised the matter with Parking Services previously but will do so again.  Parking 
Services cannot prioritise the area due to resources and state that the same problem exists across 
the Borough outside similar food establishments.  Repainting of double yellow lines on Woodhouse 
Lane now it has been repaired/resurfaced was raised by residents and the issue has been 
escalated to the Council’s Highways Department.

3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE
Sgt R. Ibbotson (GMP) informed the forum of the latest crime figures for Norden.

Burglary others: 4
Burglary dwelling: 22
Theft from motor vehicle: 21
Theft of motor vehicle: 4

PACT - Priorities agreed:
1. Youths causing annoyance
2. Drugs



GMP advised that officers are very stretched at the moment with several complex enquiries and 
they are putting in long days and having rest days cancelled.  There has been a spate of ‘distraction 
burglaries’ across the borough, particularly concerning elderly residents, so GMP advised residents 
to be mindful of this and inform their relatives and neighbours.  Funding for Operation Dragster has 
been secured from United Utilities.  Concerning the recent occurrence of theft from motor vehicles, 
a youth has been arrested and is now on recall to prison as a result.  Drug dealing activities are 
being monitored.  A resident query regarding HGVs stuck on School Lane is not a matter that GMP 
can assist.  Norden Carnival is Saturday 17 June 2017 and GMP officers will be in attendance.  
North West Infidels protest in Rochdale Town Centre possibly planned for Saturday 17 June 2017.  
The forum expressed their gratitude to the Police team.

Any issues/matters to be reported to the Police by ringing 101.

4. STREETWISE
K. Chapman and R. Jackson of Streetwise Magazine attended the forum to advise about their 
growing portfolio and the publication for Norden and Bamford.  They advised residents that they 
have a ‘community section’ within the magazine and encourage input from groups and associations 
offering to provide features free of charge.

5. WARD FUND
New funding streams become available early July 2017 and Township funds have been subject to a 
delay due to the general election pushing back the date of the first Township Committees of the new 
year.  Question asked to members of the forum if anyone wishes to be part of the Norden Area 
Forum Sub Group which makes recommendations on local funding matters for the ward.

6. COUNCILLOR UPDATE
Councillor Winkler gave the update.  As part of the Council’s new budgets, £2 million is being spent 
on road repairs across the borough, therefore, residents can raise locations to be assessed.  
Elmsfield Avenue steps at the bottom to be weeded.  The replacement (like for like) Caldershaw 
Park equipment previously damaged in a fire has been purchased and the tender process has 
started to secure an installation, hopefully before the school summer holidays.  Chair commented 
that the levels of anti-social behaviour amongst the community is not acceptable and he will be 
writing to all local schools to request parents adopt a responsible attitude towards the situation and 
urged residents to stay vigilant and report any incidents.  A suggestion was made for Councillor 
Winkler to liaise with Streetwise Magazine to do an article concerning playground activities.  A light 
has been paid for and installed at the Scout Hut at Black Pits and will be illuminated later in the year 
when needed.  Environmental Management will be revitalising the planters opposite St Paul’s 
Church and also the plants near the war memorial.  Norden Way bin to be put back in the original 
place and an additional bin (relocated from Ashworth Road) will be installed – forum agreed with 
action to alleviate littering and also dog fouling.

7. OPEN FORUM
Woodhouse Lane/Know View Drive Parking
Residents raised again the issue at Woodhouse Lane/Knowl View Drive that cars are parking close 
to the junction, particularly at weekends.  As there are no road markings present, Parking Services 
cannot enforce and the matter is for the Police who do not have the resources.  Councillor Gartside 
advised that the problem may have arisen after the grass verges were replaced with concrete and 
stated that residents opposed double yellow lines in the location in the past and surmised that the 
problem is hard to find a solution.

8. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 12 Sept 2017 at 7.00pm
Norden Methodist Church, Edenfield Road, Norden


