APPENDIX 4

“We felt the project had successfully given
people a high quality experience, raising their
awareness of their local area and inspiring
them to get involved in its long term care”
Jude Murray
Director
NatureEd CIC

Recipient:
Project:
Fund:
Awarded:

NatureEd CIC
Explore Your Environment
Projects Fund
£1,450

NatureEd CIC is a not-for profit organisation committed to helping local communities enjoy
and benefit from their local green spaces through exciting environmental opportunities.
Working from their education base at Hollingworth Lake Visitor Centre, NatureEd offer high
quality environmental education experiences at an affordable cost through a range of sitebased and outreach learning opportunities.
Explore Your Environment provided eco-activity sessions for five local voluntary sector
groups based in Heywood Township. Participants were Heywood in Bloom, Friends of
Hopwood Park, St Margaret’s Brownies, St Luke’s Brownies and St Luke’s Guides. The
sessions helped people to explore their local green spaces and to take an active role in
caring for it. Activities included bug hunting, making mini-beast homes, pond dipping, bird
ID, making bird feeders and piloting the new EYEspy Heritage Trail. Mini-beast
homes and bird feeders created during the sessions have made physical
improvements to the biodiversity of the local area.

NatureEd created a family-friendly Explore Your Environment map of Queen’s Park and a
new heritage activity. The EYEspy Heritage Trail uses the
map together with photographs and facts about features in the
park to help local people to discover more about their local
green space. The new resources have been shared with the
Friends Group and St Luke’s Primary School adjacent to
the park. Packs with a hard copy of the map and a CD of
the graphics will be a resource for use by the Friends Group
and St Luke’s Primary School and members of the public
can download their own copies free from NatureEd’s website.
Young people who participated in the eco-activity
sessions used the experience towards achieving their nature
and wildlife badges. NatureEd received 100% feedback rating from eco-activity group
leaders about the activities with everyone expressing an interest in
booking again. The EYEspy resources for Queen’s Park will encourage families to explore
their local park, increasing physical exercise and having fun while learning about local
heritage, so enhancing their health and wellbeing. NatureEd has included the activity in an
educational programme for Heap Bridge Village Primary School. The resources are also a
legacy for community groups. The Friends of Queen’s Park can use the new map for events
in the park and also design their own bespoke orienteering challenges. Explore Your
Environment provided local people with the opportunity to get actively involved in
understanding and caring for wildlife and raising environmental awareness.

School children
learning about
mini-beasts and
gardening with
Heywood in
Bloom

“The children had a lot of fun and your enthusiasm kept the children
engaged throughout!”
Leader for Heywood in Bloom comments about a great mini beast hunt

“Participants have shared their experiences with others including family, friends and
colleagues. The comments from St Luke’s Guides who piloted the new EYEspy
Heritage Trail were particularly helpful. The Guides felt the map was easy to use and
helped them to explore their local area. However, they also suggested that it would
be good to have some flexibility to adapt the activity for different age ranges which is
a feature that has been built into the overall resource pack”
Jude Murray
Director, NatureEd CIC

Local families having fun finding out about the wildlife in Hopwood Park as part of the Friends
Group annual hay meadow raking event

St Margaret’s
Brownies learning bird
ID skills …… then
making some
incredible bird feeders
in preparation for
taking part in the
RSPB Big Garden
Birdwatch

St Luke’s Guides testing out their map skills and
helping pilot the new Queen’s Park EYEspy Heritage
Trail

“It brings together grandads and
grandmas, parents, children and people
with learning disabilities in a positive
environment. This has been shown to
reduce hate crime as people with
disabilities are seen in a positive light and
stigma reduces”
Jane Holland
Community Connector, PossAbilities

Recipient:
Project:
Fund:
Awarded:

PossAbilities CIC
Cherwell Wellbeing Hub Summer Fayre
Projects Fund
£1,074

PossAbilities is a Community Interest Community that supports people with learning
disabilities, dementia and young people leaving care to live the life they choose. Service
provision to improve the well being of the local community includes family based support;
Homeshare involving an individual providing a spare room, and another offers up to 10 hours
of social support in return; respite, short breaks and supported holidays; supported living and
outreach packages that are tailored to individual needs to develop the skills necessary to
improve and maintain independence; day services at one of their four Wellbeing Hubs or out
in the local community that create stimulating and engaging activities for people with a range
of different needs and abilities; dementia care and employment opportunities through
Workchoice and Specialist Employability Support programmes.
Cherwell Wellbeing Hub provides opportunity, support and encouragement for adults with
learning and physical disabilities to learn new skills and to improve their existing ones, paving
the way into employment or voluntary opportunities and a more active role in the local
community. It also encourages confidence building, team work, friendships and health and
wellbeing. The Cherwell Garden and Farm is one acre site with a performance space, mud
kitchen, dipping pond, sensory garden, growing zone, outdoor eating area, wildlife corridors,
a bee hotel and hedgehog houses.

The Cherwell Wellbeing Hub’s annual Summer Fayre attracted some 800 local people who
enjoyed activities and the final of the Inclusive World Cup when the winners were presented
with their trophy and medals. England’s blind footballer Azeem Amir performed the opening
ceremony.
The Summer Fayre was an opportunity to bring people together in a joyous endeavour that
reinforces the view that Heywood is a great place to be, encouraging friendships,
togetherness and a feeling of greater community cohesion.

“Through past experience and reputation
people know what a good scheme this is –
local children were encouraged to join and
parents wanted their child to be active
throughout the summer holidays”
Michelle Krauza, Library Officer - Digital &
Young People and
Penny Butterworth (Libraries & Customer
Services Team Leader)

Recipient:
Project:
Fund:
Awarded:

Rochdale Council Library Services
Fit, Feed and Read at Darnhill Library
Projects Fund
£2,138

Darnhill Library’s Fit, Feed and Read was an initiative delivered in partnership with Link4Life
throughout the school summer holidays (30 July to 7 September 2018) aimed principally at
children aged 5-11 in receipt of free school meals who might not otherwise have a meal at
lunchtime in the school holidays. The children had an opportunity to read and discuss the
books they are reading, participate in arts and crafts and get active with outdoor sports
sessions. Link4Life promoted the initiative to all local primary schools by attending
assemblies with information leaflets and registration forms. Libraries promoted the scheme
through the local press and on social media. Local early help services also referred families
to the initiative; supporting families key workers, social workers, integrated neighbourhood
teams and community safety teams.
Mischief Makers was the theme of the Summer Reading Challenge for 2018 that aimed to
get children into libraries to keep up their reading skills and confidence during the long
holidays. The Challenge has a different theme each year and children can read any book
as long as they are borrowed from the library. Children receive special rewards each time
they read a book and every child that completes the challenge is awarded a certificate and

a medal. The Summer Reading Challenge is open to all primary school aged children and
is designed for all reading abilities. All local primary schools are contacted and given
resources to work with their local library to actively promote the National Reading Initiative.
Every child is given information regarding the theme of the Summer Reading Challenge and
encouraged to take part.
Celebrating the 80th anniversary of the much loved comic, Beano, Mischief Makers Summer
Reading Challenge provided each child who signed up with their own map of Beanotown to
help Dennis, Gnasher and friends to find mysterious buried treasure. By reading and visiting
the library, children received stickers to discover where the treasure is hiding plus a medal
and a certificate when they read any six books over the summer holidays. Mischief Makers
had a dedicated website for children taking part in the Challenge that allowed them to keep
track of the books they read, write book reviews, enter competitions and chat to other
readers.
Children got up to all sorts of mischief enjoying craft activities and workshops from creating
Dennis the Menace hair and mask, a Dennis in a box, a Bananaman shooter, Beano skittles,
designing a cartoon character competition, designing a Fit, Feed and Read logo and a comic
storyboard workshop. Entertainment included Storytelling with Can ‘O’ Worms, Skylight
Circus, John Piper’s Puppets, Craig Bradley the Poet, The Zoo Lab and Cartoon Storyboard
Creations with Cat Jessop.
Multi-sport coaches delivered the sport sessions utilising space in and around the library and
Rochdale Supply Agency (RoSA) with Libraries’ staff and young volunteers facilitated the
Read and Feed sessions. The Fit, Feed and Read initiative provided the opportunity for young
people to volunteer and develop new skills that will help them with their college and job
applications.

Libraries partnership with Link4Life enabled resources to be optimised and offer a wider
provision to those children who needed it. A free meal for those children who might
encounter difficulty receiving lunch when not in school was facilitated through a link
established with FareShare (a charity that helps organisations working with people who could
go hungry by distributing surplus food from the food industry). A local caterer prepared and
delivered a variety of sandwiches alongside the food from Fareshare to guarantee each child
received a lunch and not be solely reliant on the fluctuating quantity of surplus food. Tesco
also provided a one-off supply of fresh fruit which was distributed between participating
libraries and sports locations. Over 332 meals were offered to the young people who
attended the Fit, Feed and Read sessions across the borough.
Fit, Feed and Read has attracted young people into the library to experience reading for
pleasure, inspire their creativity, develop relationships with others and get active. The
provision of a free lunch has ensured some consistency for those children who are in receipt
of free school meals.

The scheme in 2018 was a success. Key benefits:
 Enhanced and supported mission for all children to read widely and for pleasure
 Encouraged parental engagement and family involvement in reading
 Helped schools make links with their local library and the wider community
 Was intrinsically inclusive and contributed to the achievement of ALL pupils,
including SEN disadvantaged pupils and the most able
 Prevention of the tendency for children’s reading to dip over the holidays
 Ensured consistency of the provision of a free lunch for those children in receipt of
free school meals
Michelle Krauza (Library Officer - Digital & Young People & Libraries) and
Penny Butterworth (Libraries & Customer Services Team Leader)

“The project has insulated the room
completely helping reduce our carbon
footprint and reducing energy charges.
The room is much more in tune with the
rest of the building and appreciated by our
users”
Steve McLoughlin
Secretary
Sandon House Community Centre

Recipient:
Project:
Fund:
Awarded:

Sandon House Community Centre
Sandon House Community Centre Function Room Upgrade
Capital Fund
£3,250

Sandon House Community Centre provides support and services to older people and people
in need with the aim of reducing isolation, increasing employability skills; improving health
and wellbeing and addressing financial hardship. Working in partnership with Rochdale
Boroughwide Housing, local GP surgeries, Link4Life, NHS and local community groups, the
centre responses to the needs of the local community. A variety of services provided include
a luncheon club on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday to offer home cooked meals for
reasonable prices together with entertainment and activities to the local elderly, a drop in
centre for veterans, advice and support for the homeless and families in crisis, and
placement of volunteers to help them gain skills and keep them in the employability market.
The centre is a prefabricated structure that has experienced increased demand from service
users. The function room was in need of renovation/insulation to create a welcoming and
cost efficient environment. Building works involved the insulation of all external walls,
plastering walls/ceiling, fitting new skirting and architrave and PVC window cills, latex screed
floor, fit vinyl plank floor and wire sockets and lighting.

”The sessions provided opportunities for
families to meet one another and develop
friendships whilst participating in fun and
enjoyable activities thus helping to reduce
isolation and inactivity”
Dawn Fox
Director, Fullcircle nw CIC

Recipient:
Project:
Fund:
Awarded:

Fullcircle nw CIC
Queen’s Park Family Summer Sessions
Projects Fund
£1,265

Fullcircle nw CIC (Community Interest Community) was established to address concerns
surrounding the significant impact that the current economic climate is having on local
communities. At a time of significant reductions in government and local council expenditure,
many local providers are unable to continue to provide children, young people and
communities with the services and support they need. Fullcircle works with young people,
residents and community groups within the North West specialising in three areas of work;
community development, children and young people and alternate education. Services
provided by Fullcircle in local neighbourhoods aim to inspire and empower people to be
actively involved in issues that affect their community, provide innovative and responsive
effective services which reflect the needs of the community and offer young people with the
best opportunities to achieve their full potential.
A coordinated programme of free family friendly activities in Queen’s Park, Heywood was
delivered by Fullcircle during the summer holidays. Families participated in a range of fun,
positive and diversionary sessions. The programme consisted of five activity sessions with
each session for two hours, free of charge and open access for people of all ages to enjoy.

Sessions incorporated a range of activities including arts and crafts, circus skills, outdoor
games, multi sports and play. Parents and children were able to participate in a range of
physical activities and games with a positive impact on their health and wellbeing. Activities
encouraged families and individuals to make use of other facilities within the park which had
a positive impact on the number of people using the park independently.

“The arts and crafts activities provided allowed the children and young people to
be creative and develop their arts and craft based skills whilst having fun. They
felt a sense of pride and accomplishment after they produced their work. The craft
activities included creating pencil toppers, summer spirals, bracelets, colourful
fans, painting and more. The adults (parents/carers) gained ideas and increased
their own knowledge of the benefits of playing outdoors and the positive impact
this has on children and their families particularly in relation to health and
wellbeing”
Dawn Fox
Director, Fullcircle nw CIC

“Joshua has continued to thrive with Great
Britain. The funding makes a huge
difference as the costs are high. Most
training takes place in Europe as they need
to be playing against that level of
competition”
Lyndsay Beers
Mother of Joshua McDaid

Recipient:
Project:
Fund:
Awarded:

Lyndsay Beers
Talented Athlete Scheme – Joshua McDaid (Handball)
Projects Fund
£1,999

Joshua McDaid is a member of the North East Manchester Hawks Handball Club who
compete in the men’s league (Premiership) and the team finished 4th in the league and cup
runners up. Handball is a team sport with seven players (six outfield players and a
goalkeeper) who pass a ball using their hands with the aim of throwing it into the goal of the
other team. A standard match consists of two periods of 30 minutes and the team that
scores more goals wins. Joshua was selected to train and represent the Great Britain
National Team at under 18’s level in 2018 and he was offered the opportunity to train with
the under 20’s handball squad that will provide him with valuable experience.
Travel to the matches, training and equipment are funded by Joshua’s mother as the squad
receives limited financial support under a joint International Handball Federation/IOC
programme. The grant awarded contributed to match shoes, training kits, travelling
expenses to training sessions and competitions plus match fees.
In August 2018 Joshua travelled with the Great Britain under 18’s handball squad to
compete in the European Championships in Tullin, Austria. The squad played against
Montenegro, Turkey, Czech Republic, Kosova and Ireland before winning the play-off game
for a placement. The outcome of the Championships means the squad were invited to
compete in Kosova at the end of October 2018 in the National Handball Competition that
forms part of Joshua’s six year plan towards competing in the 2024 Olympics in Paris.

At the IHF Tournament in Pristina, Kosova, the Great Britain squad beat Moldova to set up a
gold medal encounter against the hosts for a place for the winners in the IHF Trophy
Intercontinental Championship to be held later in 2018. Josh McDaid, Charlie Fletcher and
Sebastian Hesk were named as most valuable players. The squad achieved a silver medal
after they were narrowly defeated by Kosova in the youth final and the British Ambassador to
Kosova, Ruairi O’Connell, presented the medals to Great Britain who can be proud of their
achievement.
Joshua’s training regime and ensuring he gets the right nutrition aids his performance in the
sport and his ultimate aim to be part of the Olympic GB squad and represent his country at
the Olympic Games.

“Visitors and exhibitors travelled from as far
away as Kent, all praised our town for its
friendly atmosphere and the effort and
funding put in by the Council and local
businesses”
Melanie Caffrey
Secretary, Heywood Business Group

Recipient:
Project:
Fund:
Awarded:

Heywood Business Group
Heywood 1940’s Day 2018
Projects Fund
£10,000

Heywood 1940’s Day on Saturday 23 June 2018 was organised by Heywood Business
Group in partnership with Heywood Township. Entertainment and fun activities from the
1940’s era provide a historical, educational and nostalgic interest to both young and old.
This community event promotes the town nationally as a destination for leisure, recreation
and shopping.
This event is as popular as ever for all the family with numerous free activities and it has
become the highlight of Heywood’s social calendar. Locals and visitors to the town enjoyed
a fly past by a Spitfire, the many military and classic vehicles on show, crowds were
serenaded with wartime tunes and period dance performances, photo opportunities with
authentic fighter planes, re-enactors in period uniforms and dress, traditional street
musicians, vintage carousel, street theatre and stalls offering 1940’s style crafts, cakes and
sweets. Local businesses joined in the fun with 1940’s themed window displays, staff
dressing in vintage clothing, bunting, memorabilia exhibits and providing refreshments.
Local people and visitors were encouraged to dress in forties outfits to maintain the
momentum of the themed event.

Record crowds were in attendance throughout the day with the date of the event chosen to
coincide with Armed Forces Week to show the town’s support for the men and women who
make up the Armed Forces community from currently serving troops to Service families,
veterans and cadets. The Scots Guards Association Pipes and Drums Band led the Armed
Forces Parade with a large number of veterans and cadets through the town centre with
massive applause from the community lining the streets before the flag to recognise Armed
Forces Day was raised by Heywood Veterans Association in Heywood Memorial Gardens.

“…a pleasure to bring together a team of
over 60’s who had given up on sport and
exercise and watch them become such
good friends and improve their health
and fitness levels through football has
been great to see”
Paul Wright
Chairman, Roach Dynamos JFC

Recipient:
Project:
Fund:
Awarded:

Roach Dynamos JFC
Club Development
Projects Fund
£2,500

Roach Dynamos JFC established in 1975 provides high quality and affordable junior football
for young people living across Heywood from age 4 to open age (16+). With a total of 27
teams and in excess of 340 members, the club provides high quality, disciplined football for
all those with a passion for the game and promotes the values of sportsmanship. Each team
is registered with a league and during the football season the club provides weekly training
sessions and access to weekly football games against opponents in relevant leagues. Also
additional opportunities to participate in football tournaments. At the end of the season the
club hosts presentation events where participation and achievement is recognised and
celebrated. All players are presented with a trophy with their name and age group on to
mark their contribution to their team and individuals are selected for personal acclaim in
recognition of their footballing ability, their consistent contribution to the team and Players
Player of the Season.
To make fitness through football accessible to even more members of the local community
who are interested in football and challenge traditional stereotypes around football being
solely a male game, Roach Dynamos launched a girls football team and a walking football
team for the over 60’s. The popularity in both these areas has resulted in the club being in a
position where they could realistically attract players, form full teams and enter them to play
within local leagues. Kits, equipment and associated costs such as pitch hire enabled these
non-traditional teams to be registered with the league and attend weekly training sessions
and play a match every week for a local league.
Roach Dynamos are committed to providing positive free time activities to people living
across Heywood and promote healthy lifestyles by encouraging regular exercise and a good
diet. The club endeavours to provide a warm welcome to all participants and their families
and endorses the benefits of social interaction and camaraderie formed via team sports.

“…crowds turned out in huge numbers and
the town was very busy throughout the entire
day…this year the addition of the Sky Rider
and Pendulum Ride were very popular as
was the massive fireworks display at a grand
finale which wowed the crowds”
Melanie Caffrey
Secretary, Heywood Business Group

Recipient:
Project:
Fund:
Awarded:

Heywood Business Group
Heywood Christmas Festival 2018
Events Fund
£6,000

Heywood Business Group is a well-established, independent, business group run voluntarily
by local business people. The group promotes Heywood and the town centre businesses in
a positive light, and organises activities in the town to create a feel good environment in
Heywood with the aim of generating prosperity for the town and wider community.
Heywood Christmas Festival was organised by Heywood Business Group on behalf of
Heywood Township to promote the town as a destination for leisure, recreation and
shopping. The festival on Saturday 17 November 2018 provided many family attractions,
entertainment and themed food and drink that brought the people of Heywood and the wider
community together. Activities, stalls and entertainment included a local talent contest
outside St Luke’s Church, arts and crafts sessions for children, magic show, performances
from Blackley Brass Band and Littleborough Brass Band, market stalls to support local
charities or purchase a festive treat, vintage carousel, miniature train rides, stilt walkers,
photo opportunities with costumed characters of Cinderella, Rapunzel, Darth Vader, Wonder
Woman, Ironman and Batman plus Elfie the Elf on a special mission to add well behaved
children to Santa’s nice list and take present requests. A nativity scene took the lead in the
lantern parade with illuminated floats with festive characters of Frozen’s Arendelle with Elsa
and Olaf, Jack Skellington from the Nightmare Before Christmas and The Ginch, voluntary

groups and Santa on the newly refurbished Rotary Santa Sleigh. New attractions this year
that proved very popular were Sky Rider and Pendulum Ride. Heywood’s Christmas lights
were switched on as St Luke’s Church chimed and The Olde Queen Anne hosted a fantastic
firework display in the grand finale.
The festival is an inclusive and cohesive event that helps build links between the different
communities in Heywood. It provides social and economic benefits for the town with the
event attracting shoppers and visitors to enjoy the festive celebration.

“…seeing each step of the renovation project
gradually transforming a disused, abandoned
building into a hub of the community where a
wide variety of people of all ages choose to
visit on a regular basis, the success has been
the greatest highlight. …the dedication and
hard work involved has now paid off”
Sandra Trickett
Chair
Friends of Hopwood Park

Recipient:
Project:
Fund:
Awarded:

Friends of Hopwood Park
Hopwood Park Café/Community Hub
Capital Fund
£10,000

Friends of Hopwood Park was established in 2010 to improve the facilities and condition of
Hopwood Park and create a safe, stimulating, local green space for the enjoyment and
recreation of all ages within the local community but with emphasis on children’s recreation.
This thriving community organisation has been successful in securing investment into
Hopwood Park for a modern play area for older children with a nearby picnic area and
younger kids play area, multi-use games areas and bowling green, a path around the park
and drainage scheme that feeds into a wildlife pond.
Rochdale Borough Council agreed a 25 year lease with the Friends of Hopwood Park for the
derelict bus shelter/toilet block on Manchester Road, Hopwood for renovation into a
café/community hub. The improvements made to Hopwood Park have led to increased
visitors to the park and access to an indoor facility to provide refreshments and toilet facilities
enhances the user experience, generates ongoing revenue for investment into Hopwood
Park in the long term and nurtures a sense of community and focal point for local residents.
The building has been transformed from a dilapidated and unwelcome eyesore at the
entrance to the park into The Tree House Café with a welcoming vista on a gateway road
from the motorway into Heywood town centre.

THEN
Original bus shelter built 1953

NOW
The Tree House Cafe

