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1. Introduction
This Implementation Plan sets out how we will work towards our priorities including
economic growth, improving the environment and social inclusion by building on
Rochdale’s planned and current transport projects, many of which are set out in
the Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 2040 5-Year Delivery Plan (2020-2025).
While the 5-year Delivery Plan tends to consider large, medium and long-term
transport schemes, this Implementation Plan is mainly focussed on local,
neighbourhood level priorities and interventions to 2025. A summary of strategic
schemes within the 5-Year Delivery Plan are included on Map 1.
Rochdale Council in its Corporate Plan 2019-2022 “Prosperous People and Places”
outlines a vision of “Making our Borough a great place to grow up, get on and live
well”. It places an emphasis on prosperity for people who are healthy, safe, happy
and available to participate fully in life, in places that grow and change to provide
strong local economies providing opportunities and enhance quality of life. Indicators
of success in achieving this are:






Accessible quality highways and transport options including cycling and
walking;
Air and land, free from pollution and infrastructure that protects against climate
change by using natural and renewable resources;
More people are physically active including the over 50’s;
People have access to good or outstanding places of learning;
Reduced crime and anti-social behaviour.

To strive for this prosperity the Council consistent with the GM Strategy is seeking to
provide:





Growth in housing, quality employment space and good jobs that are
sustainable and provide opportunities to progress and develop;
a thriving and productive economy that both gets people in to work and
delivers high value jobs and businesses in all parts of the borough;
Continuous improvements towards delivering “World Class” connectivity to
keep the Borough moving and enhance access opportunities for people and
goods to jobs amenities and markets;
A green environmentally sustainable Borough that meets its carbon targets.

To achieve these ambitions, we have set six key transport-related outcomes which we
would wish to see achieved by 2025. These are:


Outcome 1: Increasing the number of neighbourhood journeys (under 2km)
made by foot and by bike in all townships of the borough of Rochdale
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Outcome 2: Enhanced connections to / from and within Heywood, Middleton,
Littleborough and Rochdale Town Centres by foot, bike, and public transport
Outcome 3: Improved access to bus services across Rochdale Borough
Outcome 4: Streets in Rochdale Borough will be clean and green
Outcome 5: Rochdale Borough residents, workers and visitors have good
access to Rapid transit connections
Outcome 6: Streets in Rochdale are well maintained and in good condition for
all people who live in or travel within Rochdale

This document sets out some of the steps Rochdale borough will seek to take with
partners to make good progress towards these outcomes in the next 5 years. The
steps are ambitious and the development and delivery of the interventions set out will
require a significant level of resource and funding. This will require us to prioritise
measures and to continue working with the GMCA and TfGM to secure the required
funding from Government to develop and deliver these schemes.
1.1. Covid-19 Recovery
Rochdale Council’s Highways Service have closely monitored the network
throughout the period affected by COVID-19. The initial key concern was to keep the
network functioning for emergency and essential services to be able to get about
quickly. During the lifting of restrictions and early recovery the Highways Service
have temporarily closed Packer Street in Rochdale Town Centre to provide additional
space for businesses to use as extra outdoor space where indoor capacity has been
limited.
Rochdale Council have submitted bids to Tranche 2 of the EATF for a walking and
cycling scheme in Milnrow Town Centre, reallocating road space and St Leonard’s
Street in Middleton which have two point closures put in effectively making it an
active neighbourhood area.

2

2. Rochdale Borough Strategic Transport Issues
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2.1. Rochdale’s Delivery Plan Schemes 2020 – 2025
Map 1 below sets out schemes committed for delivery, business case development or option development in Rochdale in GMTS2040 Delivery
Plan.
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2.2. Rochdale’s Existing Transport Network and Spatial Allocations –
Map 2 sets out the current land supply and transport network within Rochdale. This includes the Oldham and Rochdale Metrolink Line to
Manchester City Centre, that provides a tram every 12 minutes, the Calder Valley Rail Line and the Strategic Road Network in Rochdale,
alongside existing land supply for residential, office and industry space, and future GMSF allocations.
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3. Spatial Theme Challenges and Opportunities
3.1. Neighbourhoods
The majority of trips made in Rochdale Borough that
start in the District are at neighbourhood level (52%),
48% of these are under 2km and made by private car.
Most of these trips are short enough to be taken on
foot or by bicycle. (Source: TRADS database).
Road traffic levels and speeds have a significant
impact on walking and cycling local trips, through
actual and perceived levels of safety, driver attitudes
which lack consideration for other users. Major roads
also create a barrier and cause severance between
neighbourhoods and destinations and pavement
parking restricts footway space and pedestrian / cycle
accessibility.
There are challenges in areas with dense populations
outside Rochdale Borough’s main centres, e.g. Milkstone and Deeplish; Langley;
Kirkholt and Wardleworth. Street patterns mean residences in these areas live close
together with narrow roads restricting 2-way traffic flows with significant levels of onstreet parking. Despite this, these areas have low levels of car ownership and poor if
any public transport services in part due to this street design and the inability of
larger vehicles to pass along the local road network.
Key destinations, such as Town Centres, are difficult to access on foot and by cycle
due to road traffic, severance caused by highway infrastructure, the lack of direct
dedicated cycle / walking infrastructure and wayfinding. Locations where these
issues occur include Hollingworth Lake, Rochdale Infirmary, Rochdale Railway
Station, Fairfield Hospital, a number of Schools, and Rochdale, Heywood, Middleton
and Littleborough town centres).
Opportunities to address these issues will be delivered through the development of
the Bee Network and access to and within new development that prioritises active
travel following “Streets for All” design principles creating streets for people not just
traffic. Rochdale Station Gateway, Castleton, Middleton, Heywood and Littleborough
Town Centre Masterplans will also prioritise these principles in their detailed
development.
3.2. Rochdale Town Centre
The Council is continuing to develop a town-core masterplan for Rochdale Town
Centre following the completion of the first Phase of the Rochdale Riverside project
in March 2020. This will support delivery of new high-density homes on brownfield
sites in the Town Centre, better connectivity to and from the town centre to local
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neighbourhoods, the wider city region, and the regional centre, alongside enhancing
community and heritage assets.
Plans for regeneration of Rochdale Town Centre also include potential for 2,000 new
homes across the wider centre, including a new neighbourhood on Central Retail
Park Rochdale and Rochdale Riverside Phase 2 and a further 1,000 homes and
6,250m2 of employment, retail and commercial space planned as part of the
Rochdale Station Gateway and the former Rochdale Canal Basin.

Key issues for Rochdale Town Centre include:
-

-

-

The A58 causes severance from Rochdale Town Centre for neighbourhoods
to the north, particularly for those making trips on foot or by bike. In
particular a number of subways present a poor perception of local personal
safety to / from Spotland, Falinge and other residential areas west of
Whitworth Road;
There are a limited number of routes that cross the railway line to / from
Rochdale Town Centre from neighbourhoods to the south of the town
extending the length of trips made on foot and by bike;
Distance and topography between Rochdale Railway Station and the town
centre core is a barrier enhanced by the lack of coherent walking routes;
Poor public transport connectivity to the town centre for local trips leads to a
large number of these short journeys being made by taxi or private car.

It is estimated that journeys to Rochdale town centre have reduced by 24% since
2010, 54% of AM peak journeys to Rochdale Town Centre are made by foot, bike
and public transport (increasing from 48% in 2017, and 35% in 2003) (source:
TRADS). Continued development of the town centre will maintain the aim of
attracting people back for retail, commercial and tourism activities, encouraging
them to travel by sustainable modes of travel.
3.3. Wider-City Region and Regional Centre
42% of trips starting in Rochdale borough are to the Wider City Region, for example
to Bury or Oldham. 47% of these trips are made by private car and only 14% of wider
City Region City trips made by public transport (source: TRADS database). Rochdale
also has a lower than average trips to the Regional Centre than other GM boroughs
(4% compared the GM average of 15%) (source: TRADS database).
The alternatives to the private car for accessing town centres and neighbourhoods
are poor, apart from Rochdale Town Centre (particularly to Heywood, Middleton,
Norden and Bamford and Littleborough). This creates capacity and connectivity
challenges along the radial and inter-urban routes in the Borough with high levels of
car use for wider-city and Regional Centre journeys resulting in delays on the
highway network, affecting public transport services.
There are several Park and Ride opportunities emerging through recent land
acquisitions and masterplan development work. e.g. at Rochdale, Castleton,
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Littleborough and Smithy Bridge Railway Stations, as well as improving access to
stations, contributing to business cases to justify improved rail services and
passenger facilities in the Borough
3.3.1. Wider Town Centres
In addition to challenges within Rochdale town centre, there are a number of
challenges across Rochdale’s wider town centres of Middleton, Heywood,
Littleborough, Castleton, Mills Hill, Smithy Bridge and Slattocks. These are
summarised in the table below.
Town Centre

Challenges

Opportunities

Middleton

2 950 new homes and around 10
hectares of commercial and
employment land planned to be
delivered by 2035.

New Masterplan for
Middleton developed

Key issues include:

Potential to develop
Metrolink to Middleton
Town Centre from the
Bury Line

-

-

Heywood

Severance caused by the highway
network, particularly the
roundabout network at the north of Rochdale Rail Corridor
the town centre and Long Street
Strategy (see below)
Poor links to Alkrington Hall and
Middleton Bus Station
Poor public transport connections
to Rochdale, Bury and Oldham
town centres, the Regional
Centre, Mills Hill station, and
Northern Gateway GMSF site.

1,922 new homes and 700,000 m2 of
commercial and employment land will
be delivered by 2035.
Key issues in Heywood include:
-

-

Significant level of planned
development

The town centre does not meet its
full potential, and key challenges
include:
A58 York Street has high levels of
traffic, including high levels of
commercial vehicles that conflict
with high street users and poor
urban realm;
Poor wayfinding
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New Masterplan for
Heywood is currently in
development.
M62 Junction 19 Link
Road will remove traffic
from the town centre,
providing opportunities to
deliver Streets for All
improvements, enhance
the commercial, shopping,
visitor and recreational
environment.
The Northern Gateway
GMSF allocation provides
an opportunity to introduce
new rapid transit services

Town Centre

Challenges

Opportunities

-

between Heywood and the
Regional Centre, and
Tram Train links to Bury
and Castleton.

-

-

Littleborough

Footways are narrow and
constrained, leaving little space
for shops to spill out;
Poor sustainable inter-urban links
with nearby centres (with the
exception of bus links to Rochdale
and Bury)
There is currently no direct link
between Heywood and the
Regional Centre.

Potential to deliver 645 homes in
Littleborough, including mixed use
development around the rail station
set out in the Rochdale Rail Corridor
Strategy.
Key issues in Littleborough include:
-

-

-

Castleton,
Mills Hill,
Smithy
Bridge,
Slattocks

Rochdale Rail Corridor
Strategy (see below)

Littleborough Station
Masterplan is at an early
stage and as deliverable
outcomes emerge then
they will be included in this
implementation strategy
and supporting delivery
plan.

Hare Hill Road is heavily trafficked Rochdale Rail Corridor
and needs a better balance of
Strategy (see below)
movement and place to better fulfil
its purpose as Littleborough’s
main shopping street.
Littleborough station has poor
access to its entrance and public
realm, capacity issues at the
station car park causes parking
management issues and
congestion in the town centre;
There are poor cycling and
walking connections around the
town centre and station.

Projected that over 4,000 homes will
be built that are accessible to these
Stations over the next 10 years (2020
Rochdale Rail Corridor Strategy).

Development of
masterplans at each of
these town centres.

The GMCA is currently
undertaking a feasibility
Key issues across these town centres study into the potential
include the need to enhance stations development of a new
as a transport hubs for local areas,
station on the railway line
and develop strong sustainable
at Slattocks.
transport links to town centres and
Rochdale Rail Corridor
development opportunities.
Strategy (see below)
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An initial assessment of the interventions that may be required to support GMSF
sites in and around these town centres has been undertaken within the Locality
Assessments prepared as part of the GMSF, and potential interventions are listed
within the Appendix of the 2020-2025 Delivery Plan.
3.3.2. Rochdale Rail Corridor Strategy
The 2020 Rochdale Rail Corridor Strategy also sets out ambitious plans to deliver
around 7,000 new homes and commercial space along the Calder Valley Rail
Corridor, with associated infrastructure investment, including a new station at
Slattocks. The Strategy’s focus is on delivering high density living around each
station on the Calder Valley Railway Line, utilising brownfield sites, increasing
patronage and bringing the Borough much closer to Manchester City Centre,
improving access and reducing travel times to wider employment opportunities and
the local housing market;
To ensure development contributes to meeting carbon commitments, investment is
needed along the corridor to improve capacity and quality of rail services (increasing
frequency and length of trains, new station gateways), alongside new cycling and
walking networks and other “last mile” access measures connecting local
communities in Rochdale borough to key destinations, such as e-scooters, car clubs
and bike hire.
To support this vision, the GMCA is currently undertaking a feasibility study into the
potential development of a new station on the railway line at Slattocks. Following the
completion of this work, the Council and the GM Stations Alliance will prepare a
Masterplan to support the development of a station at this location with new and
improved walking and cycle links to Hopwood Hall College, Stakehill Industrial Estate
and the surrounding area.

3.3.3. Public Transport
There has been steady but continuous growth in Rail and Metrolink patronage. Rail
Station usage in the Borough has risen on average by over 5% a year over the last
decade (Source ORR Rail Station Usage data) and Metrolink Patronage has more
than doubled since the Oldham - Rochdale Line opened in February 2014. Station
Masterplans demonstrate capacity to deliver up to 7,000 new homes within 800
metres walking distance of the Borough’s railway stations, together with the
proposed new station at Slattocks, along this key rail corridor which will continue to
increase trip demand to / from Regional Centre.
Key local challenges for public transport also include:


Addressing low levels, or no public transport connectivity to destinations,
neighbourhoods and employment sites outside Rochdale Town Centre
(including Stakehill Industrial Estate and Heywood Distribution Park / Hareshill
Business Park, Kingsway Business Park, Fairfield and North Manchester
Hospitals);
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Poor access to rail and tram links to Rochdale Town Centre from surrounding
neighbourhoods with a significant number of trips made by taxis;



Bus connections to Bury and Oldham are slow and unattractive;



Potential growth sites are currently poorly connected to the wider-city region
by public transport e.g. Northern Gateway, Stakehill Industrial Estate /
Slattocks;



Ticketing, integration of services and unaffordable fares discourage people
from taking many public transport journeys particularly if they have access to
alternative forms of transport or they can make journeys on foot.

There are a number of public transport related factors which contribute to low levels
of journeys to the Regional Centre from Rochdale, and impact our residents access
to opportunities and quality of life. These include:


A lack of direct public transport links and options to Manchester City Centre
particularly from Heywood;



The Calder Valley Railway Line is at capacity at peak times from all the
Borough stations resulting in people on occasions being unable to board trains
to Manchester in the morning due to crowding;
Unreliable line operations and ageing rolling stock also leads to services not
running or skipping stops. Despite this, passenger demand continues to grow
and will increase through delivery of future housing growth;



At Rochdale Railway Station, the Park and Ride facility demand is over its
capacity, passenger facilities are poor and its role as a major gateway to and
from the town, needs to be enhanced;
Bus access to the south of the station is also poor and there are opportunities
to provide new bus access for residents from the south of Rochdale into the
station;



Demand for Park and Ride at the Borough’s other railway stations is also
increasing. The Council has secured land adjacent to Smithy Bridge Railway
Station and working with the GM Stations Alliance to provide a new facility
which is expected to be delivered by 2025;
Increases in Park and Ride capacity is being delivered as part of the Mills Hill
Railway Station Improvements and the Bee Network scheme in Castleton, as
well as proposals to expand provision at Littleborough through a new
masterplan. A major park and ride opportunity accessible to the strategic
motorway network could be provided through a new station at Slattocks.

It is important that increased parking provision is controlled so passengers who walk
or cycle short distances to / from stations continue to do so and are not attracted to
transfer to car travel due to availability of parking, while also discouraging “rail
heading” where passengers in neighbouring local authorities drive to a station in
Greater Manchester.
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Additionally, currently there is no direct rail / tram access from Rochdale Borough to
Manchester Piccadilly and Manchester Airport leaving residents with a choice of
lengthy, difficult journeys by public transport with multiple interchanges or to travel by
car which is more convenient if carrying heavy baggage.
3.3.4. Highway Challenges
The A58 route through the Borough offers an unattractive cycling and walking
environment, with congestion, particularly at peak times, leading to delays to bus
journeys, therefore poor access to rail / Metrolink stations and town centres as well
as to freight and general traffic. There are congestion issues at the junctions with
Smithy Bridge Road, Albert Royds Street, Featherstall Road, Townhead and Heap
Bridge roundabout;
Motorway traffic causes additional congestion and severance for sustainable modes
(bus, cycle, walking), for example, major flows of through traffic from East Lancashire
via Whitworth to access M62, as well as the M66 and adjacent local roads used by
traffic to / from Rossendale, Norden and Bamford, accessing the regional centre via
Heywood.
Particular issues of congestion and delay occurs between Littleborough and M62
Junction 21 via Milnrow, Around M60 Junction 19 and Heywood Old Road, and at
M62 Junction 18.
There are low numbers of EV charge points both off and on streets particularly where
there is no off-road parking which restricts the potential uptake of electric vehicles;
There are a number of committed projects within Delivery Plan 2020-2025 which will
contribute in addressing some of these issues. They include M62 Junction 19 Link
Road, Bee Network proposals, Rochdale Rail Corridor Strategy, Rochdale Station
Gateway and Castleton Station Masterplans, as well as a potential A58 Residential
Relief Road, Smithy Bridge. Highways England are also proposing to consult on their
proposals to tackle capacity issues at the M62 / M66 Simister Island Motorway
Interchange to be delivered by 2025.
4. Rochdale 5-Year LIP Outcomes
This section presents transport related outcomes that Rochdale Council aim to
achieve over the next 5 years. Each outcome includes a set of priorities investment
over this timeframe, including schemes to be delivered or developed. These
schemes are included in Map 4.
Outcome 1: Increasing the number of neighbourhood journeys (under 2km)
made by foot and by bike in all townships of the borough of Rochdale
In the next 5 years this means delivering street improvements that create attractive,
safe neighbourhoods that are pleasant for people to spend time in, and support
people who want or have to make local trips by foot or by bike rather than by private
car. This will build on the delivery of the Castleton Local Centre Corridor and
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continuation of the route to Rochdale Town Centre through the MCF programme.
Map 3 below provides an overview of how the Bee Network will be developed over
the next 5 years, based on current priorities.
Priorities for investment over the next 5-years include:
Investment Priority

Description

Active Neighbourhoods

At least one active neighbourhood scheme implemented
across for each of the townships in Rochdale Borough.

Rail and Metrolink
Walking and Cycling
Links

Local walking and cycling investment plans better
connecting residential areas with each Railway Station
and Metrolink stop.

School Streets

Establish and progress delivery of a School Streets
programme across Rochdale borough.

Spotland Masterplan

Bee Network in the Spotland area

Wildhouse Lane

Delivery of Bee Network in the Milnrow/Hollingworth
Lake area

Littleborough Free
School

Bee Network and school access measures associated
with new school development

Heywood Old Road

Bee Network delivery in the Heywood area

Mainway

Bee Network delivery in Alkrington Garden Village

Castleton to Rochdale
town centre,

Bee Network Proposals to connect Castleton to
Rochdale town centre.

Hollingworth Lake Cycle
Corridor

Bee Network proposals to deliver cycling and walking
connections at Hollingworth Lake.

Valley of the Stone
Cycleway

Completion of the Valley of the Stone Cycleway from
Bacup – Rawtenstall south to Rochdale Town Centre.

Rochdale Royal
Infirmary Walking and
Cycling Links

Improvement in pedestrian and cycle access to
Rochdale Royal Infirmary.

District Wayfinding

Wayfinding for local journeys across the Borough.

Neighbourhood Street
Maintenance

Borough-wide maintenance programme.

Behaviour Change
Activities

Deliver behaviour change to support the Bee Network,
active neighbourhoods, and new development.
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Map 3: Rochdale Committed and Priority Bee Network and Map
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Outcome 2: Enhanced connections to / from and within Heywood, Middleton,
Littleborough and Rochdale Town Centres by foot, bike, and public transport
In the next 5 years this means creating “Streets for All” in the town centres of
Heywood, Littleborough, Middleton and Rochdale, including at Rochdale Station
Gateway, through improvements to the Public Realm.
Access to these centres will also be improved by bus, walking and cycling, as well as
delivery of the South Heywood link road using an approach that incorporates Streets
for All principles, detailed within the 2020-2025 Delivery Plan. Priorities for
investment over the next 5-years include:
Investment Priority

Description

Heywood Town Centre
Masterplan

Development and delivery of Heywood Town Centre
Masterplan, applying Streets for All principles to
improve access by foot, bus, and by bike.

Littleborough Town
Centre Masterplan

Development and delivery of Littleborough Town Centre
Masterplan, applying Streets for All principles to
improve access by foot, bus, and by bike.
Phase 1 will include multi-modal package of
interventions to support Littleborough Town Centre
Masterplan. Improvements to complex junction to
alleviate congestion and accommodate developmentgenerated growth

Middleton Town Centre
Masterplan

Development and delivery of Middleton Town Centre
Masterplan, applying Streets for All principles to
improve access by foot, bus, and by bike.

Rochdale Station
Gateway Masterplan

Programme of improved surface level crossings for
pedestrians and cyclists on the A58 in Rochdale, in
particular around the Town Centre and links to/from the
Railway station.

Town Centre Street
Maintenance

Borough-wide maintenance programme.

Outcome 3: Improved access to bus services across Rochdale Borough
In the next 5 years this means focusing on improving bus provision on the key
corridors of the A58, A671 and A664 / A6046 and improved access to bus stops in
the townships in Rochdale Borough.
Alongside proposals to deliver Quality Bus Transit between Bury and Oldham, and a
Northern Gateway Bus Rapid Transit service (providing direct connections between
Heywood and the Regional centre), detailed in the Delivery Plan, priorities for
investment over the next 5-years:
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Investment Priority

Description

Demand Responsive
Bus Services –
Rochdale Town Centre

Demand responsive bus service to Rochdale Town
Centre to serve communities surrounding Rochdale,
reducing the need to travel by private vehicle.

Enhanced Bus
Connectivity

Improved bus connections to key destinations in the
borough outside Rochdale Town Centre (Littleborough,
Middleton, Heywood, Fairfield Hospital, Kingsway
Business Park, Hollingworth Lake).

Streets for All
Improvements to Key
Bus Corridors

Streets for All improvements to the key bus corridors of
the A58, A671 and A664 / A6046 to improve reliability,
quality of bus stops and improved connections to stops
by foot and bike.

Addressing Service and
Fares Issues

Address fragmentation and dis-integration of bus
services and unaffordable fares for many journeys.

Outcome 4: Streets in Rochdale Borough will be clean and green
In the next 5 years this means reducing the environmental impact of road traffic in
Rochdale Borough through interventions that accelerate the uptake of low emission
vehicles and reduce emission of air pollutants from vehicle traffic across the
Borough.
Alongside the M62 Junction 19 Link Road Scheme and schemes to deliver Streets
for All Town Centre proposals detailed in Outcome 2, and improvement of cycling
and walking connections to Metrolink and Rail Stations, detailed in outcome 1,
priorities for Investment over the next 5-years are:
Investment Priority

Description

Air Pollution Reduction
Actions

Measures to reduce emission of pollutants in areas that
are expected to exceed, or are at risk of exceeding air
quality thresholds, for example the A58.

Castleton HGV Traffic
Reduction Measures

Reduce HGV traffic through Castleton by implementing
Streets for All / Bee Network improvements.

Electric Vehicle Charge
Point

Programme to increase the number of electric vehicles
charging points across the Borough.

E-Scooters

To trial a model for shared mobility across the Borough
to improve first / last mile connectivity to / from transport
hubs, employment areas and town centres

Rochdale Valley
Corridor Improvements
(Albert Royds St –
Smithy Bridge Road)

New road to serve new residential areas, avoiding
increased traffic on A58, on which a Rochdale Littleborough Bus Corridor Upgrade will be implemented
as part of the improvements. Includes cycle
infrastructure alongside new road, with links to
surrounding cycle network.
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Outcome 5: Rochdale Borough residents, workers and visitors have good
access to Rapid transit connections
The Rochdale Rail Corridor Strategy identifies land for around 7,000 new homes and
new employment space to be laid out within 800 metres of the Borough’s existing rail
stations and will support delivery of a new station at Slattocks to serve Stakehill
Industrial estate, Hopwood Hall College and surrounding areas. To support these
plans, in the next 5 years this means delivering improvements to the accessibility
and capacity of Rochdale Borough’s rapid transit network, supporting more
residents, workers, shoppers and visitors to travel to and from the Borough by
sustainable modes, and enable new Transit Orientated Neighbourhoods to be built
around our existing and proposed infrastructure. It will also require new or improved
walking and cycling routes to be provided into/from rail stations and Metrolink stops
to promote first/last mile connectivity by foot as well as infrastructure improvements
at stations.
Alongside strategic measures in the longer term to improve connectivity to/ from
Rochdale from cross-GM, such as Northern Gateway Bus Rapid Transit, a rail
station at Slattocks, Middleton Metrolink and delivery of improved Park and Ride at
Rochdale Station, Castleton, Smithy Bridge, and Littleborough, alongside
improvements to rail capacity in Rochdale Borough, priorities for investment over the
next 5 years are:
Investment Priority

Description

Rail and Metrolink
Walking and Cycling
Links

Local walking / cycling investment plans to improve
active travel connections between residential areas with
each Rail / Metrolink stations.

Kingsway Mobility Hub

Mobility hub at Kingsway Hub, focusing on shared
mobility interventions and improvements to interchange.

Rochdale Station
Mobility Hub

Mobility hub at Kingsway Hub, focusing on shared
mobility interventions and improvements to interchange.

Outcome 6: Streets in Rochdale are well maintained and in good condition for
all people who live in or travel within Rochdale
This means continuing to invest in maintaining Rochdale’s streets and roads for all
people who use them, from fixing footways, crossings and potholes at the
neighbourhood level to essential maintenance to structures on Rochdale’s Key Road
Network.
Priorities for investment over the next 5-years:
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Investment Priority

Description

Pothole Repair

Local walking / cycling investment plans to improve
active Delivery of Central Government Pothole funding
programme.

Highway Maintenance

Continued Council capital investment in the structure of
the highway by way of an asset management-based
approach to road resurfacing.

Structures Maintenance

Continued investment in structures using the Bridges
Asset Management system and inspections.

Forward Planning
Maintenance

Develop a plan and deliver how Highway Maintenance
will be delivered in Rochdale from 2022 onwards at the
conclusion of the current Highways Maintenance Term
Service Contract.
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Map 4: Rochdale Implementation Plan Schemes
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5. Indicators
Rochdale Council and TfGM will work together to develop a monitoring framework to
measure the success of the interventions within this Plan. It is anticipated that this
will include aims and targets to measure success against the 5-Year Local
Implementation Plan outcomes, carbon targets, and changes in mode-share to meet
Right Mix targets
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