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Objections to Traffic Order - Queensway, Rochdale
Executive Summary
1.1

Proposals to introduce some No Waiting At Any Time and Loading
Restrictions on parts of Queensway (A664), Edinburgh Way (A664) and
Hartley Lane, Rochdale have been advertised and 10 objections received.

1.2

Rochdale South Township Delegated Sub-Committee considered the
objections at its meeting on 20 October 2020 and recommends to Cabinet that
a Traffic Order of this nature is not required in this particular area.

1.3

The proposed Order affects highways of strategic importance over which
Cabinet has the power to determine an outcome.
Recommendation

2.1

Cabinet should consider the proposed Traffic Regulation Order, Borough of
Rochdale ((Civil Enforcement of Traffic Contraventions) (Various Streets)
(Rochdale Township) Order 2008) (Amendment) (No.170) Order and
determine whether the Order be implemented or not and if so to what extent.

2.2

When considering the report, due to the highways being of strategic
importance, the Delegated Sub-Committee had the power to confirm the
proposals and the Order in accordance with the Council’s constitution Part 3
Section 8.2.2.

2.3

As the Sub-Committee did not wish to confirm the proposals and Order, the
matter is referred to Cabinet for a decision.

2.4

Sub-Committee Minute from 20 October 2020 meeting
OBJECTIONS TO TRAFFIC ORDER – QUEENSWAY, ROCHDALE
24
The Township Sub-Committee received a report of the Director of
Neighbourhoods that asked Members to consider an objection that had been

received to a proposed Traffic Regulation order at Queensway, Rochdale. The
proposals introduce no waiting at any time and loading restrictions on parts of
Queensway, Edinburgh Way and Hartley Lane. After consultation with
residents in the local area, 10 objections were received. The consultation
exercise was completed in and the conclusions of this consultation had been
forwarded to the Ward Members. The Sub-Committee also considered a
representation from a local resident objecting to the proposals
Alternatives considered:
The Sub-Committee could consider recommending that the proposal be
amended or abandoned. If the Sub-Committee decided not to introduce the
restrictions proposed in the report, then the issues with parked vehicles, which
were contained therein would not have been addressed.
Resolved:
1. That the Sub-Committee recommends to Cabinet that the proposed
Traffic Regulation Order, Borough of Rochdale ((Civil Enforcement of
Traffic Contraventions) (Various Streets) (Rochdale Township) Order
2008) (Amendment) (No.155) Order not be implemented:
2. That as the proposed Traffic Regulation Order relates to a strategic
route that the matter be referred to Cabinet determine.
Reasons for the decision:
The Sub Committee considered that a Traffic Order of this nature was not
required in this particular area.
Where a proposed Traffic Regulation Order relates to a strategic route and the
Committee is not minded to support the Traffic Order, the matter is referred to
Cabinet to determine.
Eligible for Call-in: Yes.
2.5

It remains the recommendation of Highways Officers that the Order should be
introduced as advertised to address the issue of parked cars impeding
southwest-bound traffic approaching the roundabout situated at the junction of
Queensway and Edinburgh Way. The scheme plan as advertised is shown at
the end of this report.

2.6

Furthermore, in considering the objections received, Cabinet may wish to
approve an alternative described in Section 4.18 of this report (repeated from
the Township Report) and shown on the plan at the end of this report which
reduces the extent of proposals on the south side of Queensway between
Hartley Lane and the Edinburgh Way roundabout be implemented, the
intention of which is to try and assist those objectors who are residents most
directly affected by the original scheme whilst still achieving an improvement
in traffic flow. Rochdale South Township Delegated Sub-Committee did not
support this scaled down alternative.

Reason for Recommendation
3.1

The complete detailed report submitted to Rochdale South Township
Delegated Sub-Committee on 20 October 2020 forms supporting Appendix 1
to this report.
Key Points for Consideration

4.1

These are described in supporting Appendix 1 which includes a scaled down
alternative proposal which together with the originally advertised proposal did
not receive the Sub-Committee’s support.

4.2

The scaled down alternative proposal is repeated here:
4.18.1 In view of the objections received, which are concentrated on the
section of Queensway between Hartley Lane and Edinburgh Way
roundabout this part of the scheme merits some further examination.
4.18.2 Specifically referring to the south side of Queensway, making no
alteration to the unrestricted section between Hartley Lane and the
roundabout would not address the observed traffic capacity issue.
4.18.3 Taking into account the single traffic lane along Queensway for some
1000 metres from the Oldham Road, Lower Place gyratory to Hartley
Lane, it is observed that the ability to form two lanes on the approach to
the roundabout is limited by such a long length of single lane where
flows are interrupted by pedestrian crossings, side road junctions, traffic
turning across at central reserve gaps, and into and out of driveways.
4.18.4 Vehicles parked close to the roundabout impede traffic flow onto it by
restricting the carriageway to a single lane. This causes a queue back
to the pelican crossing situated to the east of Hartley Lane, which
significantly increases during the peak period.
4.18.5 The two properties without driveways situated at significant height
above Queensway are located closest to Hartley Lane, whilst those
closest to the roundabout have lesser or no elevation issues and
established driveways.
4.18.6 Leaving the section of Queensway closest to Hartley Lane without
restrictions, and introducing them for the final 46 metres leading up to
the roundabout would retain some 59 metres of kerb space without
restrictions outside the properties with the least parking provision and/or
no possibility of creating some.
4.18.7 It is the Highways officers’ view that protecting the 46 metres length of
Queensway leading up to the roundabout with the advertised restriction
times of No Waiting At Any Time and No Loading Monday-Friday 7.309.30am & 4.00-6.30pm would form an acceptable compromise from a

traffic flow point of view and offer some unrestricted parking provision.
See the plan contained in Appendix E.
4.18.8 If restrictions are introduced to this reduced extent the observed queue
length on Queensway would be shortened, and the ability to form a two
lane approach to the roundabout would offer an improvement on the
current situation however would not offer the full benefits of the original
proposal.
4.18.9 Even the reduced amount of restrictions would give the approaching
driver a clearer view of the roundabout without the distraction to their
field of view by parked cars.
4.18.10 The reduced scheme, if implemented would be seen to have paid
some regard to the objections made whilst still achieving most of the
schemes objective of improving traffic flow, and also paying regard to
two Equality Act protected characteristics as further indicated in
Appendix F.

Costs and Budget Summary
5.1

As previously described and found in supporting Appendix 1.

Risk and Policy Implications
6.1

As previously described and found in supporting Appendix 1
Consultation

7.1

As previously described and found in supporting Appendix 1

Background Papers
8.

Report to Rochdale South
Township Delegated SubCommittee on 20 October 2020

For Further Information Contact:

Place of Inspection
Situated in this meeting’s Agenda
Documents as Appendix 1

Paul Wotton, ,
paul.wotton@rochdale.gov.uk

Scheme plan as advertised

Queensway south side
Alternative Plan

