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1. Introduction 

1.1 Introduction 

Over 1.5m journeys were made from Rochdale railway station in 2019/20, a jump of almost 20 per cent from the 
previous year.  With completion of a new platform in 2016, residents and businesses benefit from six trains an hour 
into Manchester city centre and a Metrolink stop, which provides a direct link into Rochdale town centre and 
YƛƴƎǎǿŀȅ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ tŀǊƪΣ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎΦ  9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƳŜŀƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊǎ 
from Rochdale can be in Manchester Victoria in 13 minutes, with a direct link to Manchester Piccadilly and the 
Airport a franchise commitment.   
 
The immediate station environment does not promote a high quality public interface. The prominence of the 
highway and the layering of infrastructure, particularly the tram on top of the existing highway, has resulted in 
significant levels of transit infrastructure paraphernalia present with a concentration to the station. The array of 
paraphernalia impacts poorly on the street scene, creating a cluttered environment limiting views across the station 
gateway.  
 
This results in the gateway experience into the area via the rail network being extremely poor with limited 
wayfinding and natural navigation. A low quality, fragmented and severed spatial experience with perceptions of 
poor personal safety is created. 
 
A newly completed link road from Oldham Road provides a convenient and direct access into the park and ride to 
south of the station.  Coupled with the investment in rail services at Rochdale the existing facility has been unable to 
meet demand for travel resulting in parking on street and congestion in the surrounding area.  Demand was 
estimated to be double the existing 225 space capacity.  With this shift in vehicular movements away from the 
Maclure Road entrance, highways to the north is no longer fit for purpose and under-utilised.  An opportunity exists 
to introduce traffic free areas and reduce traffic movements through the area.   
 
The rear of the underpass, accessed from Miall Street, was refurbished and re-opened in July 2015 and provides a key 

link between the south side, particularly with the Metrolink Park & Ride facility.  Since opening, the underpass has 

provided a useful north ς south link for pedestrians crossing the area.  It is identified within the SPD as a key pedestrian 

route between both sides of the station area. 

 

Work to upgrade the primary Maclure Road entrance to the railway station has not been completed. The Council 

would like to see the refurbishment works to the front of the underpass completed to a uniform standard with 

painted walls and new stone flooring. The entrance to Rochdale Railway station is unattractive and has no presence 

in approaches from the Town Centre.  The aspiration of the Council is to enclose a new public square, with taller 

buildings, including a more prominent and visually attractive façade entrance feature to the station perhaps of at 

least 2 storeys in height, perhaps combining new rooves over the existing platforms. The railway boundary walls will 

be refurbished, perhaps with some public art. 

 

The steps leading to the now disused southerly platform at the station will require repair and refurbishment.  The 

GM Stations Alliance are developing proposals for a community  platform park project alongside other community 

facilities which could be co-located within the railway station as a focus of the Masterplan area.   
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The Council would like to see improved passenger facilities currently provided at platform level ς ticket office, café, 

information relocated to ground level.  The ticket office could be provided within a new entrance building facing onto 

the public square  

 

It is envisaged that all these objectives will create an enhanced public interface with an improved public realm. It is 

important that the Council aspire to utilise its current assets and create a welcome arrival to Rochdale, improving 

perceptions of personal safety and navigation.  

 
As a major gateway into the Borough, the regeneration and improvement of Rochdale Railway Station, and the 
surrounding land and buildings, represents a strategic priority for the Council to attract new residents and businesses 
to the area, contribute to an improved housing offer, create new public realm and open space and to capitalise on 
the development and regeneration within Rochdale Town Centre. Rochdale Borough Council (RBC) are working 
towards a town-core regeneration plan, which includes plans for around 2,000 new homes, including within the 
proposed Station Gateway area. The Council is seeking to promote transit led integrated development and place 
making around existing stations with the aim of unlocking the dormant potential of Rochdale station through 
dynamic urban regeneration and the creation of a Transport-Orientated Community (TOC). The approach aims to 
add commercial benefit through access to transport but critically also aims to realise social value.  
 
wƻŎƘŘŀƭŜ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
businesses an opportunity to develop a sustainable community with a vibrant mixture of living, working and 
recreational opportunities.   
 
This Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) has been prepared to establish an appropriate framework to guide 
and deliver development by setting out the development, design and accessibility principles, and the identification of 
focus areas where more specific guidance is necessary.  
 

1.2 The Vision 

The redevelopment of the station area will recognise the rich cultural heritage in Rochdale; draw on distinctive 
characteristics and amplify to create a modern identity for the Station area. With the station at its heart, a vibrant 
and distinctive new Transit Orientated neighbourhood will be created that builds upon the character of the 
existing community and heritage assets.  
 
The vision for Rochdale includes: 
  
Future Homes: Delivering new urban homes on sustainable brownfield land. 
Future Lifestyle: Embracing a changing urban lifestyle with a broad range of residents choosing to live, work and play 
in the town centre. 
Future Place: Re-imagining Rochdale as a cultural destination. 
Future Mobility: Employing existing and improved transit infrastructure to access to employment, jobs and culture. 
 
The SPD for the station area builds on the strengths of the existing town centre, businesses and community to 
enhance them through improvements to the residential and commercial availability, landscape, public realm, and 
associated infrastructure.  This will be to the benefit of the current community, the wider surroundings, and future 
residents of the area and will support the regeneration of Rochdale Town Centre. 
 
The priorities include: 
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¶ Promote the station as a gateway experience creating a new gateway public square outside the station that 
enhances the arrival experience to Rochdale towns; 

¶ Create a place that has a distinct, vibrant and authentic identity that places people at the centre to celebrate 
and build upon the strong local communities and heritage; 

¶ Establish a clear hierarchy of movement and access, centred on a transit hub for the future, that is accessible 
for everyone to navigate to and from; 

¶ Promote a high quality, high density residential led development around the station that is complimented by 
a mix of land uses that create a flexible and resilient community that further supports and drives the 
economic growth of Rochdale; 

¶ Provide uses that create vibrancy and activity throughout the day, evenings and weekend 

¶ ! ΨǇƭŀŎŜ ƭŜŘΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭΦ 

¶ To promote healthy living and to support the viability of existing and new businesses. 
 
 

1.3 Purpose and status of the SPD 

The purpose of this Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) is to provide a development strategy for the Rochdale 
Station area. It outlines potential development opportunities within the area including options for the scale and mix 
of future proposals on a number of different sites.  
 
The SPD elaborates upon policies within the Rochdale Core Strategy (2016), notably policy SP3/R ς The Strategy for 
Rochdale which provides a vision and strategy for the township. The introductory text states that the ΨwƻŎƘŘŀƭŜ 
station and the adjoining area will be regenerated as a new transport/mixed use hub providing an exciting gateway 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩΦ The policy has as one of its priorities the delivery of a high quality station gateway providing for: 
 

¶ Improvements to and the modernisation of Rochdale Train Station; 

¶ Delivering park and ride facilities to maximise use of this major transport hub; 

¶ Promoting high quality, high density development that improves the local townscape and builds on the local 
character and heritage value of the area; and 

¶ Improving access south of the station to provide better links to the surrounding residential areas and Oldham 
Road corridor. 

 
The SPD will also be used by the Council as a material consideration when determining future planning applications 
and to establish a framework for investment building upon ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƻǊŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 
document and the Masterplan which: 
 

¶ Sets out a development vision for the area;  

¶ Provides greater certainty on the uses, form and quality of acceptable development, including the public 
realm and guidance for development partners on how this might be achieved;  

¶ Assists the Council in the assessment of planning applications; and 

¶ Provides a basis for future decision on assembling land to provide certainty, including the potential use of 
Compulsory Purchase Orders. 

 
Technical evidence 
 
In preparing this SPD: 
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1. WSP/ Broadway Malyan & GL Hearn ς part of the GM2080 team provided technical support on design and 
townscape illustrations. More information on the design approach that informed the SPD is provided in the 
design principles section later in this document. 

2. WSP/ Broadway Malyan & GL Hearn provided support on the accessibility and movement strategy.  More 
information on the accessibility approach that informed the SPD is provided within the Transport section can 
be found in Chapter 6  

3. WSP/ Broadway Malyan & GL Hearn provided technical support in terms of viability and delivery strategy 
underpinning the masterplan.  More information on phasing and delivery can be found in Chapter X 

4. The Council worked with the GM Stations Alliance, a newly established partnership between Rochdale 
Council, GM Combined Authority, Network Rail, LCR Property and Transport for Greater Manchester.   
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2. Background  

2.1 Policy Context 

The document is designed to supplement Rochdale Core Strategy (2016) however, it should be read in conjunction 
with all national and local planning policy and guidance documents including those outlined below; including any 
other relevant documents which may emerge during the lifetime of this document as material considerations. 
 

2.2 National Planning Policy Framework (2019) 

The Framework sets out national planning policy, providing strategic direction on a wide range of planning matters. It 
is supplemented by Planning Practice Guidance which gives further guidance on how policy should be interpreted. 
 
At the heart of the Framework is a presumption in favour of sustainable development. This presumption should be 
reflected in the plan-making process and any associated guidance. The Framework states that development should 
be approved unless any adverse impacts of granting permission would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the 
benefits of that development.  
 
The Government attaches great importance to the design of the built environment, which creates better places in 
which to live and work and helps make development acceptable to communities.  Planning policies and decisions 
should ensure that development responds to local character and history, including the surrounding built 
environment and landscape setting; however, authorities should not prevent or discourage appropriate innovation 
or change. The Framework seeks to ensure that developments establish or maintain a strong sense of place, 
optimising the potential of the site to accommodate and sustain an appropriate amount and mix that function well, 
are safe, inclusive and accessible. 
 
The SPD has been positively prepared. It seeks to regenerate and attract investment into the area and wider 
Rochdale Town Centre, taking forward identified opportunities to meet the housing needs and aspirations of the 
ŀǊŜŀΩǎ community both now and in the future. 
 

2.3 Core Strategy (2016) 

Rochdale Core Strategy (2016) is the key element of the development plan for Rochdale and will be used in 
determining planning applications for sites in and around the station area. 
 
Key policy implications are set out in relation to each site identified in this SPD but it will be important to consider all 
the relevant policies of the Core Strategy when preparing site-specific proposals. 
 
The Core Strategy identifies policy C2 specifically sets out key development principles and proposes the following: 
 

¶ Focus regeneration and the delivery of a new station area, including homes, retail, leisure and commercial 
options; and 

¶ Improve the environment, public realm and legibility from the station to the town centre.  
 

2.4 Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) 

When considering any type of development, relevant SPDs at the time of publication of this document include: 

¶ The Oldham and Rochdale Urban Design Guide Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs); 
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¶ Affordable Housing SPD; 

¶ Climate Change and Adaptation SPD; 

¶ Provision of Recreational Open Space in New Housing SPD; and 

¶ Biodiversity and Development SPD. 
 

!ƭƭ {t5ǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 
 

2.5 How the SPD was prepared 

Two companion documents have been prepared as supporting evidence to this SPD. These are: 
 

¶ Rochdale Station Masterplan 

Rochdale Borough Council (RBC) commissioned WSP and Broadway Malyan in 2019 to prepare a masterplan for the 
Rochdale Station area and identify a vision and priorities in order for the aspirations of the Council to be realised.  
 
The Masterplan was developed in consultation with Members and the collaboration with the Council to ensure there 
was agreement on all elements of the masterplan, from the vision through to use framework.  The process was 
supported by in depth discussions and consultations with statutory consultees and other interested bodies. The 
document also outlined key delivery and implementation mechanisms in order for the vision aspirations to be 
realised. 
 

¶ Rochdale Rail Corridor Strategy 

The document outlines an ambitious plan to create approximately 7,000 new homes and 250,000 square metres of 
employment space along the Calder Valley rail corridor. The document provides a high-level masterplan, proposing 
major development that is centred around the ōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΤ wƻŎƘŘŀƭŜΣ /ŀǎǘƭŜǘƻƴΣ Smithy Bridge, 
Littleborough and Mills Hill, as well as to support plans for a new station at Slattocks and ¢ŦDaΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ tram ς 
train pathfinder scheme to connect Rochdale with Heywood via Castleton. The plans priorities the creation of new 
neighbourhoods on underused brownfield sites, which are close to local amenities and public transport links. 
 
The strategy is being delivered in collaboration with the newly formed Greater Manchester Station Alliance, a 
partnership of Network Rail; Northern Rail; the Greater Manchester Combined Authority; Transport for Greater 
Manchester; and regeneration specialists, London and Continental Railways (LCR). 
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3. Context 

The area covered by this SPD covers an area of approximately XX hectares of land to both the north and south of 
Rochdale railway station.  Figure 1 refers. 

 
Figure 1 Rochdale Station Supplementary Planning Document Area 

The masterplan area is bounded to the east by Oldham Road (A671), Drake Street to the north; Queensway (A664) to 
the south; and Milekstone Road to the west.   The Calder Valley railway line runs through the middle of the 
masterplan  with Richard Street and Milkstone Road being primary routes that link the southern and northern sides. 

The masterplan area  is a mixture of land uses, including the railways station itself: the residential communities of 
Milkstone and Deeplish;,  a mix of commercial and industrial uses, including Central Retail Park and the businesses 
along Milkstone Road; the Greater Manchester Fire Service Museum; and, vacant sites such as the former Iceland off 
²Ŝƭƭ LΩ ¢ƘΩ [ŀƴŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ several of vacant parcels of land and buildings, such as the northern section of the 
Central Retail Park and the Sartex Mill.  Two parcels of land, Norwich Street and Haigh Street, are at the time of 
writing being developed for housing. 

 
The SPD area has been divided into three focus areas, although it is essential that these are comprehensively designed 
to complement each other and its surrounding neighbourhoods. The three focus areas are: 
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¶ Station Quarter ς this incorporates Station North; Station South; and the Fire Station area; 

¶ Central Park ς this incorporates the existing and former are occupied by Central Retail Park; and  
¶ Canal Side ς this includes the parcels of land on either side of the Rochdale Canal parallel to Oldham Road. 

 

In all three n focus areas the driving land use is high density residential with opportunities for suitable flexible work / 
office accommodation and supporting retail and leisure uses. The area has been recognised as needing investment in 
order to meet passenger demand, provide a high-quality gateway space into the Town Centre, provide a clear route 
for visitors, quality urban housing as well as improvement to the station facilities for passengers and station area. 
Further detail on each focus area can be found in Chapter 7. 
 
Linkages with Adjoining Areas 

The area has a natural link with Rochdale Town Centre, via Drake Street and the surrounding communities of 
Milkstone and Deeplish. It is crucial that the development within the SPD area is comprehensively designed to ensure 
there are coherent physical and visual linkages between the existing and new communities. 
 
Development Framework 
Figure 2 below sets out the framework master plan, with the preceding chapters setting out the detail for specific 
focus areas which incorporates the strategic guiding principles outlined in and the masterplan and seeks to deliver a 
comprehensive strategy to guide development. It establishes development opportunities, existing and proposed 
connections, existing local assets and functions, and delivers a co-ordinated plan setting out the proposed direction 
and potential phasing of future development across the masterplan area.   
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Figure 2 ς Development 
Framework 
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Figure 2 Development Framework Map and Key  
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4. Development Principles 

The SPD establishes the principles and parameters to guide future development for the next 10 years and beyond. 
This will enable the realisation of the vision and objectives for the Rochdale Station area that were established in the 
masterplan.  The overarching principle of this SPD is the creation of thriving, vibrant, sustainable communities in 
Rochdale Station.  In order to achieve this, the SPD will seek to efficiently use land, provide a better quality and 
variety of housing by type and tenure, good and environmentally sensitive design, improvement to public open space 
and public realm and access to employment and job opportunities, community facilities and local services.  
 
In order to make Rochdale Station a desirable and sustainable place to live and work, the SPD places strong emphasis 
on the following:  
 

¶ Introduce new residential uses that provides for a mix of types and densities. 

¶ Creation of a Station square, with events space and public art 

¶ Plan for the phased relocation of vehicle movements away from the main northern entrance around Maclure 
Road  

¶ Create improved pick up/drop off facilities and bus access to the south along Miall Street 

¶ Improve North/South connectivity 

¶ Improve walking connections to the town centre, Deeplish and Canalside 

¶ Support existing and attact new businesses in the area to integrate Milkstone local centre and community 
into the Station Quarter 

¶ Increase the capacity of the Metrolink Park and Ride in order to reduce onςstreet parking by commuters. 
 
These principles are discussed in further detail below. 
 
 

4.1 Creation of a Station Gateway 

 
 
The area encompasses the station itself and the area directly outside the northern entrance to the railway station. 
The principle here is to seek to create a new public square /civic space that can provide a setting for the station and 
surrounding buildings create a sense of arrival into both the station area and Rochdale itself. The aim is to create a 
place that has a distinct, vibrant and authentic identity that places people at the centre to celebrate and builds upon 
the strong local communities and heritage. With integrated ticketing, the new station square will also function as 
part of an interchange between rail and tram. 
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Figure 3 ς Area of Station Gateway 
 
The key elements of this principle are: 
 

¶ The creation of a new Platform/Station experience and fabric; 

¶ Improvements to the arrival and gateway experience; 

¶ Improvements to the Station façade facing Maclure Road to create stronger presence; 

¶ The creation of a new Community Platform Park; 

¶ The creation of a new Station Square to provide arrival, community and event space with pedestrian access 
and movement being given priority; 

¶ Improvements to public realm with an enhanced sense of place and movement strategy 
 
 
 

4.2 Relocate vehicle movements away from the Station Gateway 

This is a principle that underpins the delivery of a station square that can fulfil the principle set out above. The 
removal of all vehicular traffic from the northern entrance to the station and the adjacent approach routes of Station 
Road and Maclure Road, rebalances these spaces towards pedestrian and cyclists. The aim is to create a clear 
hierarchy of movement and access that is easy and efficient for people to navigate to and from Rochdale Railway 
Station and a setting for the new and existing buildings.  
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Figure 4 ς Vehicle Removal  
 
The key elements of this principle are: 
 

¶ Remove traffic from the station frontage through alternative provision; 

¶ Improve pedestrian safety; 

¶ The creation of pedestrian priority space with improved public realm, incorporating opportunities for new 
public art; 

¶ Re-route buses/provide new bus services into the South of the station; 

¶ Improved Pick-up and drop-off located to the South of the station providing improved taxi facilities; 

¶ Improve connectivity into an expanded park and ride with a new entrance provided from Lincoln 
Street/Oldham Road 

¶ Provide new taxi rank and disabled parking facilities to the station entrances ς Note there will be limited to 
north and more provided to south ς will be important for taxi trade consultation etc. 

 
 

4.3 Improve North-South Connectivity 

This SPD spans both the north and south side of the railway line. As such, it is seen as important that the principles 
seek to bridge the severance that is currently experienced to create an integrated community. The aim is to 
reconfigure/rebalance the station layout to cater for future passenger growth by developing a network of pedestrian 
and cycle routes that are convenient and attractive. Seamless links to the town centre and other designations will be 
created, which will promote healthy living and support the viability of the existing and new businesses and 
communities.  
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Figure 5 ς North South Connectivity Modes 
 
The key elements of this principle are: 
 

¶ Improvements to the underpass environments along Richard Street and Milkstone Road; 

¶ Improve perception of safety and sense of arrival; 

¶ The creation of a pedestrian friendly, well lit, accessible community gateway under the railway that creates 
the opportunity for an enhanced lighting scheme 
 

4.4 Improve walking connections to the town centre, Deeplish and Canalside 

 
The promotion of pedestrian friendly routes is key to this principle in order to provide attractive, safe and enjoyable 
active travel about the town. The aim is to provide seamless physical links to the town centre and adjacent 
communities and to encourage more journeys on foot and cycle. This is illustrated in figure X below: 
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Figure 6 ς Sustainable Transport Linkages 
 
The key elements of this principle are: 
 

¶ Clear routes between the station and the Town Centre through wayfinding and public realm design 

¶ Use the design and layout of new development to create permeable walking/cycling routes throughout the 
area 

¶ The opening up of the Central Park area through improvements to pedestrian connectivity; 

¶ The creation of alternative routes to the town centre; 

¶ Improved pedestrian crossings on Drake Street; 

¶ Remove private vehicles from Maclure Road; 

¶ Improve links between the railway station and surrounding communities through the enhancement of the 
Rochdale Canal towpath. 

 
 

4.5 Integrate Milkstone community in the Station Area 

The aim of this principle is to encourage the integration of the existing adjacent communities into the Station Area, 
both physically and physiologically. The key is to draw on the vibrancy and established character to help root 
proposals into the existing urban fabric. It is essential that the creation of a public square be a canvas for activity, 
vibrancy and community, accommodating places for events and to dwell. 
 
The key elements of this principle are: 
 

¶ Improve physical links through improvements to Lower Tweedale Street and Station Road; 

¶ Utilise the Station Square to connect as an area for play and public art; 
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¶ Create cultural links through the curation of events and inclusion of community events; 

¶ Embrace the vitality and vibrancy of the existing area in the public realm; 

¶ Incorporate community facilities as an anchor of the area. 
 
Increase Park and Ride Capacity To accommodate both the existing and future increase in the demand for commuter 
parking, and to unlock the space for public realm improvements, the capacity of the existing Park and Ride on Hare 
Street is required.  

 

 
Figure 7 - Park and Ride Site 
 
The key elements of this principle are: 
 

¶ To reduce uncontrolled on-street parking by doubling the existing station parking to approximately 500 
spaces.   

¶ Creation of multi-storey car park utilising innovative design principles to mitigate visual impact on the 
existing residential community; 

¶ Improve access into the car park from Oldham Road and Lincoln Street with dedicated bus access and 
priority bus measures along Miall Street.   

¶ Integrate the car park with other uses such as residential and commercial opportunities, bus and taxi pick 
up/drop off facilities. 

 

4.6 Provide a mix of densities and housing types 

Increasing the density of housing in locations that have a high level of accessibility by sustainable modes of transport 
is a key part of the over strategy for Greater Manchester, set out in the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework 
όDa{CύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƴŜǿ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 



Rochdale Station Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 
Draft February 2021 

rochdale.gov.uk 19 

reflecting the relative accessibility of the site by walking, cycling and public transport, in accordance with the 
minimum densities shown in Figure 8. 
 
This SPD promotes the emerging GMSF guidance on density of residential development in proximity to rail stations 
and Metrolink stops. The utilisation of sustainable brownfield development and town centre living is key to the 
achievement of efficient use of space and sustainable development.  
  

 
Figure 8 ς GMSF Minimum Net Residential Density  
 
The majority of the station area is within 400m of the Rochdale railway station and Metrolink stop, as shown in 
Figure X below. 
 






















































