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Objections to Proposed Traffic Order
Prohibition of Waiting, Heights Lane, Rochdale
Executive Summary
1.1

Supporting the Council’s historic programme of implementing 20mph School
Zones, Township approved the investigation and development of an
appropriate scheme in the vicinity of Brownhills Community School (SEN) and
Rochdale Infirmary, along Heights Lane and Quarry Street, Rochdale.

1.2

Highways developed a proposal including introduction of a new 20mph speed
limit with complementary traffic calming features, pedestrian crossing, and
associated changes to waiting restrictions.

1.3

The proposals are intended to enhance road safety by reducing current vehicle
speeds along Heights Lane; by better providing for pedestrian demands
(including vulnerable groups); and by managing the negative effects of kerbside
parking in compromised width for passing traffic and restricted visibility.

1.4

The scheme was advertised between 5th and 26th May 2021 and the Council
received thirteen objections, all in relation to proposed changes to waiting
arrangements along Heights Lane.

1.5

This report considers the objections received and offers an amended scheme
for Township consideration.
Recommendation

1.1

Committee is asked to consider whether the proposed prohibition of waiting
Traffic Regulation Order, ‘Borough of Rochdale ((Civil Enforcement of Traffic
Contraventions) (Various Streets) (Rochdale Township) Order 2008)
(Amendment) (No. 187) Order 2021’ be implemented as advertised or be
amended in light of objections received (included as Appendix D to this report).

1.2

It is the recommendation of Highways that the original scheme elements for
proposed 20mph speed limit with associated new pedestrian crossing and
traffic calming features should be implemented as advertised. It is however
recommended that this is implemented in conjunction with a reduced prohibition
of waiting scheme in light of objections received.

Reason for Recommendation
1.3 Extracted from scheme Statement of Reasons:
“These proposals are intended to enhance road safety by reducing vehicle speeds
along Heights Lane; by introducing improved crossing facilities where they are most
necessary; and by removing the negative effects of kerbside parking (in terms of
compromised carriageway width for passing traffic and restricted visibility) in the
vicinity of key visitor sites.
The intended introduction of a raised Zebra crossing with associated zig-zag
markings along Heights Lane (to be located between Quarry Street and the
Brownhills site access) will subsume the existing school entrance markings and shall
also include appropriate lengths of new pedestrian guardrail.
The proposed 20mph speed limit and associated traffic calming scheme is designed
to current standards and is intended to be self-enforcing with inclusion of boundary
signing and physical measures in the form of pairs of speed cushions and the raised
table Zebra crossing. The humps will neither obstruct access nor local movements.
Additional carriageway markings will be implemented along Heights Lane
approaches to the proposed zone.
The area is not Strategic Highway.”

1.4 Highways have amended the proposed extents of prohibition of waiting
restriction(s) in light of objections received, sufficient to include localised
protection for the proposed Zebra crossing and each pair of speed cushions
whilst retaining much of the existing parking along the eastern side of Heights
Lane.
1.5 A drawing of the amended scheme is included as Appendix A to this report with
the originally advertised scheme presented for reference in Appendix B.
Key Points for Consideration
1.6 Thirteen objections were received during the 21-day consultation period, each in
respect of the proposed prohibition of waiting restrictions along Heights Lane.
These are included verbatim as Appendix D to this report.
1.7 The following provides summary interpretation of the pertinent comments
received (grouped where appropriate):
a) There is support for the proposed crossing and restrictions around the
school entrance but there is objection to the parking restrictions proposed
elsewhere along Heights Lane.
b) Heights Lane provides parking for Infirmary staff, including those who can
make multiple daily community visits. There is inadequate space currently
within the Infirmary site for staff (even permit holders) who regularly need
to leave to attend visits and then return.
c) Community staff can often work late and the loss of parking along Heights
Lane will mean a longer walk (often carrying heavy and expensive medical
equipment) with a corresponding increase in potential vulnerability.
d) Proposed waiting restrictions along Heights Lane will displace parking onto
adjacent streets where staff and patients have previously had cars
damaged outside residential properties.
e) There is a need for road humps as speed along Heights Lane are often
considered to be in-excess of the limit.

f) Parking occurs safely along one side of Heights Lane making it safe for
traffic to pass. Parking restrictions are not considered necessary.
1.8 Although there is the potential for two-way traffic to pass parked vehicles along
Heights Lane, operational width is compromised (to typically under 5 metres) as
illustrated below.

1.9 Vehicles will already be encouraged to travel more slowly along Heights Lane by
virtue of the proposed reduction in speed limit with associated introduction of
traffic calming measures.
1.10 In light of the objections received however with regard to current parking
constraints within the Infirmary site as well as concerns over displacement onto
adjacent residential streets, Highways have amended the advertised scheme.
1.11 Shown in Appendix A, this will include a reduced scale of prohibition of waiting
along Heights Lane, with updated proposals offering more localised protection
(in terms of visibility and vehicle alignment) just to the proposed Zebra crossing
and for no more than 15 metres adjacent to each pair of speed cushions.
1.12 This amended scheme will continue to complement operational safety through
its encouragement of reduced traffic speeds whilst allowing retention of much of
the existing parking along the eastern side of Heights Lane.
Costs and Budget Summary
1.13 The cost of the proposed Traffic Regulation Order(s) is estimated to be £4,000
with associated construction budgeted in the region of a further £27,000. All
costs will be met by the Township Capital Fund.
1.14 Should the Committee wish to make further changes to the amended Traffic
Regulation Orders this may, subject to advice from Legal, require re-advertising
which could incur additional costs that will need to be met by Township.

Risk and Policy Implications
1.15 The amended and originally advertised scheme(s) are promoted and
recommended as part of the Council’s statutory responsibility to ensure that its
highways operate safely and efficiently for all road users.
Consultation
1.16 Consultation, required by the Local Authorities’ Traffic Orders (Procedure)
(England and Wales) Regulations 1996, has taken place.
1.17 Statutory consultation was undertaken in January 2021 with emergency services
and Transport for Greater Manchester. The proposals have the support of these
consultees.
1.18 Notices of Intention were posted on-site and published in the local newspaper on
5th May 2021 (included as Appendix C to this report).
1.19 The consultation objection period ran until 26th May 2021.
Background Papers
1.20 n/a
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APPENDIX A – AMENDED Scheme Plan

APPENDIX B – ADVERTISED Scheme Plan

APPENDIX C – Notice of Intention as Advertised
(For Prohibition of Waiting)
BOROUGH OF ROCHDALE
((CIVIL ENFORCEMENT OF TRAFFIC CONTRAVENTIONS)
(VARIOUS STREETS) (ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP) ORDER 2008)
(AMENDMENT) (NO. 187) ORDER 2021
Heights Lane, Rochdale
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Rochdale Borough Council, in exercise of its powers
under Sections 1(1), 2 and 4 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, intend to make an
Order, the effect of which would be to:(i)

Amend the Borough of Rochdale (Civil Enforcement of Traffic Contraventions)
(Various Streets) (Rochdale Township) Order 2008 by inserting the following:Schedule No. 1.1
No Waiting at Any Time
Heights Lane
n(i)
the east side from a point 35 metres south of its junction with Bench Carr
for a distance of 62 metres in a southerly direction

(ii)

n(ii)

the east side from its junction with Quarry Street for a distance of 92 metres
in a southerly direction

n(iii)

the west side from a point 8 metres south of its junction with Quarry Street
to its junction with Heights Court

Revoke those parts of the Borough of Rochdale (Civil Enforcement of Traffic
Contraventions) (Various Streets) (Rochdale Township) Order 2008, as follows:Schedule No. 1.1
No Waiting at Any Time
Heights Lane
n(i)
the east side from its junction with Quarry Street to a point 32 metres north
of its junction with Quarry Street
n(ii)

the east side from its junction with Quarry Street to a point 22 metres south
of its junction with Quarry Street

n(iii)

the west side from its junction with Heights Court to a point 15 metres north
of its junction with Quarry Street

Schedule No. 8.1
School Entrance Marking, No Stopping Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Heights Lane
n(i)
the west side from a point 15 metres north of its junction with Quarry Street
for a distance of 26 metres in a northerly direction
A copy of the proposed Order and a map showing the lengths of road concerned, together
with the Council’s Statement of Reasons for making the Order, may be viewed on the
Council’s website www.rochdale.gov.uk/roads, or by phoning Highways on 0300 303 8879
to request a copy via post.

Objections to the proposed Order, stating the grounds on which they are made, must be
made in writing and forwarded to trafficorders@rochdale.gov.uk or, alternatively, to
Network Management, Floor 2, Number One Riverside, Smith Street, Rochdale, OL16 1XU
to reach the Council on or before 26th May 2021, quoting H60/1340.
Dated this 5th day of May 2021
Asif Ibrahim
Assistant Director (Legal, Governance & Workforce)
Rochdale Borough Council
Number One Riverside
Smith Street
ROCHDALE
OL16 1XU

APPENDIX D – Objections Received
Objection 1
Sent: 06 May 2021 19:24
Subject: Ref No. H60/1340
To whom it may concern,
Regarding the proposed 'no waiting' parking restrictions to be introduced onto Heights Lane,
Rochdale:
I realise that the entrance to Brownhill School is on Heights Lane and there should be parking
restrictions around the entrance and the reduced speed limit and raised crossings are also a good
idea to protect children going to/from the school.
However, if the crossing proposed is near the school entrance and the restrictions are around this, I
do not see the need for the rest of Heights Lane to have parking restrictions.
I work at Rochdale Infirmary and park on Heights Lane, as do lots of my colleagues and patients
who use the hospital. If these parking restrictions are enforced, the only parking available close-by
will be outside the homes of local residents which will cause difficulties for them and us.
I object to the extensive parking restrictions on Heights Lane.
Regards,

Objection 2
Sent: 09 May 2021 10:00
Subject: Parking proposals for Heights Lane
REF: TRO Ref. No. H60/1340
Dear Sir,
I am writing to object to the proposed parking restrictions on the East side of Heights Lane
Rochdale.
This area currently provides parking for health care workers based at the nearby Rochdale
Infirmary. Particularly community staff who have to come and go from the site to visit vulnerable
patients in the community, these members of staff are contractually obliged to bring a vehicle to
their place of work.
At present there is inadequate space within the Infirmary site for these members of staff to park,
leave to attend visits, and then return to a free parking space within the infirmary site.
By restricting parking in the proposed way, this will result in staff, many of them female, having to
park further away from the site, resulting in longer journey times and less efficient use of their time.
Many of these staff work until late at night, meaning they are in a more vulnerable position walking
to and from their cars late at night in the hours of darkness. Often carrying expensive medical
equipment.
These proposals will increase their risk, by forcing them to park further away.
The majority of the east side of heights lane has no residential properties located along it, by
restricting parking , those who use this location will be forced to seek parking on residential streets
and outside residential properties. This will in turn cause local residents to have more limited on
street parking.
Yours Sincerely

Objection 3
Sent: 09 May 2021 18:29
Subject: Parking Proposal for Heights Lane, Rochdale
REF: TRO Ref. No. H60/1340
To whom it may concern,
I am emailing yourselves to object to the proposed parking restrictions on the East side of Heights
Lane Rochdale.
This area is currently used for parking by health care workers based at the nearby Rochdale
Infirmary, especially community healthcare staff who have to come and go from the site regularly
throughout the day to visit patients in their homes.
Community healthcare providers have no option but to bring their vehicle to work, however, there is
inadequate space within the Infirmary site for these members of staff to park. If they do manage to
get a space prior to their shift, once they have left site to visit patients, on their return they are
forced to park on Heights Lane or even further away, as their space has been occupied, often by
members of public.
By restricting parking in the proposed way, staff, many of them female, will have to park further
away from the site. Many of these staff also work until late at night, meaning they are in a more
vulnerable position walking to and from their cars late at night in the hours of darkness.
Some of the community based healthcare staff have to carry heavy equipment to their cars, to
make them park further away, poses risks to them, especially in bad weather conditions.
The majority of the east side of heights lane has no residential properties located along it, by
restricting parking , those who use this location will be forced to seek parking on residential streets
and outside residential properties. This will in turn cause local residents to have more limited on
street parking.
Yours sincerely

Objection 4
Sent: 10 May 2021 15:24
Subject: Heights Lane parking restrictions
To whom it may concern
Regarding the parking restrictions on Heights lane, this will massively impact on the NHS workers,
currently staff with permits are struggling to park on the hospital site. As the hospital has become
much busier we are having to park offsite.
If we are forced to park elsewhere the distance to walk to work from our cars will be longer also our
patient response times when visiting patients in the community will take longer.
Part of Heights lane is not residential therefore does not affect local residents parking.
Also as a female NHS staff member working a 12 hour shift and until late in the evening I would not
feel safe walking to my car, being nearer to the hospital would be better all round.
Kind Regards

Objection 5
Sent: 12 May 2021 10:04
Subject: Objection to parking restrictions.
TRO Ref. No. H60/1340
I would like to object the proposals for parking restrictions on the East side of heights lane. There is
already very limited parking available at the hospital and stopping parking on Heights lane will
make it even more difficult.
Regards

Objection 6
Sent: 14 May 2021 19:47
Subject: Parking restrictions Heights Lane
TRO Ref. No. H60/1340
To whomever it may concern
I write to object to recent parking restrictions proposed along the length of Heights Lane. Not only
are they completely unnecessary but they will place enormous pressure on the already inadequate
facilities at Rochdale Infirmary.
Staff have faced a tough year and I feel that the timing of the proposed restrictions will increase
stress for all NHS staff.
I ask you to take my feedback into account and reconsider the planned restrictions.
Kind regards

Objection 7
Sent: 17 May 2021 11:21
Subject: Proposal of Yellow Lines to Heights Lane.
Good morning
I would like to put forward my objection to the proposed double yellow lines to Heights Lane in
Rochdale. I currently work at the Rochdale Infirmary and know that a lot of our patients and staff
park on Heights Lane. Rochdale Infirmary has very limited parking and with it now being a Covid
vaccination site and Covid Free surgery site the sheer volume of traffic is massive. We are
struggling now as community staff to park to access the hospital, and with the proposal of double
yellow lines this will only add to the issue. Staff and patients have both had their cars vandalised
from parking on side streets outside residents houses, so we park on Heights lane as this does not
cause an inconvenience to any residents. I can see why there is a need for speed humps as the
speed people drive down this street is always in excess of what it should be.
I would ask you reconsider the double yellow lines in this area.
Thank you

Objection 8
Sent: 17 May 2021 12:40
Subject: Heights Lane
Hi
I use Heights Lane to park when visiting the Infirmary, and object to the proposal of double yellow
lines. Is there an alternative means to voice my objection?
Thanks

Objection 9
Sent: 18 May 2021 10:48
Subject: objections to H60/1340
Hello,
I am writing to object to the 'no waiting area' on heights lane in Rochdale.
This area is in very regular use for hospital and community staff, visitors and relatives.
I use this area on a daily basis for access to the hospital as an NHS worker. As there are very
limited parking spaces inside the hospital. If this were to go ahead, it would be very difficult for NHS
workers serving their local community to complete their job, park and then visit community patients
for assessment and treatment.
Hopefully the 'no waiting area' is something that the council can see is not needed. I agree their
should be a zebra crossing for school users.
Kind regards

Objection 10
Sent: 19 May 2021 10:06
Subject: Regarding proposal to put double yellow lines on Heights lane rochdale.
I wish to express my distress to the news that you are planning to put double yellow lines on
Heights lane Rochdale near Rochdale Infirmary. My colleagues and myself use Heights lane to
park to access our work base within the Infirmary, as parking within the hospital grounds is not
adequate for all who wish to park. My team is a community team and often coming back from visits
we find parking very, very difficult often having to park a long way from the building and carrying
heavy bags and equipment to and from our cars. I do not understand the need for double yellow
lines on this road as it does not have residences on the sections affected. Hope this proposal can
be reconsidered as it will cause major difficulties for staff and patients who use Rochdale Infirmary.

Objection 11
Sent: 26 May 2021 14:12
Subject: Proposed changes to Heights Lane, Rochdale
Good Afternoon,
I am writing in objection to the proposed changes on Heights Lane regarding the on street parking.
Myself and many colleagues at Rochdale Infirmary have no access to onsite parking as it is very
limited and the only option we have to park is on Heights Lane. The road is the closest available for
on street parking due to other roads being residential parking only and other parking restrictions are
in place in the area.
It’s also in my opinion that parking is done safely on one side of the road making it safe for traffic to
pass through so I am unsure why on this specific road it is considered to be dangerous.
I ask please to reconsider the plans to make Heights Lane a restricted area for on street parking.
Kind Regards,

Objection 12
Sent: 26 May 2021 22:53
Subject: Fwd: Plans for double yellow lines at heights lane Rochdale
I am writing re planning to put double yellow lines on heights lane, unfortunately this is used for
patients and staff parking as the hospital car parks are already full to the brim, the impact of this
would not be very helpful and cause problems for community staff who have to bob in and out of
the hospital for equipment patients clinic appointments and meetings
Please reconsider
Kind regards

Objection 13
Sent: 27 May 2021 15:26
Subject: Heights Lane
I am writing to object to the planned provision of double yellow lines on Heights Lane Rochdale.
The on site parking at Rochdale is inadequate and many of our patients have to park on Heights
Lane. Community staff have to collect equipment for unwell and housebound patients from the
Infirmary and use Heights Lane when the car park is full. Alot of this equipment is heavy and bulky
and we would struggle to carry this equipment much further. Therefore it would not be appropriate
to put double yellow lines on this road

